
 
 

Willow-brook Gardens Development Plan 2018 – 2023 
 

1.  Introduction 
The purpose of this document is to outline the approach to the maintenance 
and development of Willow-brook gardens for the next five years. The 
document also defines those areas where help/funding is likely to be required 
from third party organisations, for example Wroughton Parish Council (WPC), 
Swindon Borough Council (SBC), or from some other form of Community 
funding. 
 
2.  The Gardens 
For the purposes of this discussion, we can consider the gardens, as having 
three distinct areas:- 
 
2.1 The main garden, including the flower beds by the path, the “Roman 
Garden” (by the ECC railings), the “Winter garden” (by the ECC wall), the 
“Sensory Garden” (by the millennium wall), entertainment space and hedge, 
and the three very popular aeroplane seats. 
 
2.2 The wildflower and composting area (by the bridge over the stream) 
 
2.3 The edible forest garden 
 
This document deals with each of these areas in turn:- 
 
3. The Main Garden 
Like a municipal park, this area consists of large lawns, with themed, semi-
formal flower beds. Maintenance of this area tends to be fairly routine, and will 
continue to be so all the time this area is as popular as it is. Currently, the 
WPC grounds team cut the grass regularly – a job that would be impossible 
for the Willow-brook gardeners to manage.  
As long as they continue to do this, the annual maintenance cycle of planting, 
pruning, weeding/hoeing, and maintaining tidy edges can be managed with a 
team of at least three volunteers working one morning a week. 
 
The aeroplane seats present a different challenge, as they are showing signs 
of wear. Regular maintenance by one member of the Willow-brook gardeners, 
including the application of appropriate preservative and coats of Danish oil, 
has done much to contain the problem, but has not eliminated it completely. It 
is likely that some professional help may be required during the period of this 
plan. 
Much of the damage to the surface of the seats is caused by the grit from the 
bases on which the seats stand being transferred, on users’ feet, to the seats, 
resulting in surface damage (and erosion of the protective oil coating).  
A suitable grit-free surface needs to be found for the bases. 



 
 

Whereas the regular application of preservative has checked erosion of the 
seat legs above ground, it is just possible that these too may warrant more 
specialist treatment in the long term. 
Both of these problems are currently under investigation to find appropriate 
technical solutions, and to find available sources of funding for what could be 
expensive options. 
 
The aeroplane seats, the trees, shrubs and bushes, and the Willow-brook 
noticeboard all appear in WPC’s asset register, and thus are covered by their 
insurance. It is assumed that this arrangement will continue. 
 
Storage of Gardening and other Vision for Wroughton equipment continues to 
be an issue. The present arrangement, a lock-up garage in Coronation road, 
is barely adequate, and it would be infinitely preferable to have such a facility 
situated within the gardens. It is anticipated that this requirement (180 sq 
feet/17 sq m) could be included in any future plans to extend the ECC. 
 
It is proposed to extend the existing retaining wall (made of railway sleepers) 
by another 8ft (2.4m) to enable the team to level the soil in that area. This 
would also deter people from using this area as a BMX track. This work could 
cost as much as £500, for which funding/help would have to be sought from 
WPC and/or elsewhere. 
 
4.  The Wildflower/Composting Area 
We continue to try to fully establish a wildflower colony in this small bed by the 
bridge. We’ve had some success, and expect, with a couple more years of 
tending to it, to have a lower-maintenance attractive display of flowers. 
Our early attempts at composting had only limited success, but we are giving 
this area more attention, with encouraging results.  
We don’t envisage much change in this area, and see the Willow-brook 
gardeners continuing to maintain it. 
 
 
5.  The Edible Forest Garden  
This is the area that presents a bigger challenge to us, and one which will 
require some help if it is to be as successful as originally envisaged. 
The original vision for the garden was that it would be “a real asset to the 
village, not only providing a variety of useful produce, but as an evolving 
example of a sustainable ecosystem, a learning resource, and an inspiration 
to others”. 
It’s acknowledged that the establishment of even a small forest garden 
requires a huge number of plants, and substantial work. The good news is 
that, once properly established, comparatively little work should be needed to 
maintain it. 
It’s fair to say that Steve Litchfield was the driving force behind this area of the 
garden, and that his departure from the team over three years ago was a 
major setback. 



 
 

Insufficient time for a proper handover led to a period of “fire fighting” and 
making little progress towards the original vision. However, we have now had 
some successes in this area, and a modest quantity of produce has been 
harvested. However, the 2018 drought conditions badly affected crops in this 
area. 
Two of the Willow-brook gardeners have now built some expertise in the area 
of sustainable gardening, and we are optimistic of making real progress 
towards our original aim for this area. 
However, this is an area where we will need significant help from third parties. 
The site is limited by the trees which dominate it. They exclude the light, limit 
the amount of precipitation that reaches ground level, and they make 
significant demands on soil fertility. 
To make it worse, the site is fairly open to the North East – often the direction 
of cold winter winds. 
 
To make this site work for us, we will need to continue to establish a band of 
shade-tolerant plants to provide shelter. This band will run along the centre of 
the site. It’s partially established, and can be completed at a fairly modest 
cost. 
 
We’ll work on establishing effective ground cover, with a combination of wood 
chippings and planting of shade tolerant ground cover plants. 
We’ll “nurse” the existing fruit bushes, top-dressing the soil with Mycorrhizal 
fungi, our own compost, and spent mushroom compost where available. 
We’ll grow annual “companion plants”, to discourage pests and, in some 
cases to boost productivity. These are cheap and easy to grow. 
 
Having said all this, success is likely to be quite limited unless the tree canopy 
can be thinned to allow more light and precipitation to reach the ground, and 
this is the area where we’ll need most help. The cost of thinning this canopy 
by a competent tree surgeon could be as much as a £1000. What’s more, it’s 
likely that the exercise will have to be repeated every five years or so. 
 
If the Parish Council could be persuaded to fund this work during the winter of 
2018/2019, then the Willow-brook gardeners would have a few years to 
demonstrate the value of forest gardening before having to repeat the thinning 
exercise. 



 
 

 
6. Summary 
The bulk of the garden can be maintained by a team of three or more regular 
volunteers, working for one morning per week. 
The aeroplane seats are extremely popular in the village, but they now require 
specialist, professional attention. The cost of this work could run into 
thousands of pounds, and a local community fund is the most likely source of 
covering this cost. 
 
Other areas where help/funding will be required are:-  

 the extension of the existing sleeper retaining wall by 2.4m, 

 the inclusion of 17m2 of storage space in any future expansion of the EEC. 
 
The edible forest garden too requires special attention – professional thinning 
of the tree canopy is essential if this part of the garden is to live up to its 
original promise. This work could cost as much as £1000, and we would hope 
that the Parish Council might fund this exercise in the current year 
(2018/2019) and give the Willow-brook gardeners the opportunity to 
demonstrate the value of this project before the canopy needs to be thinned 
again. 
 

 
 

 


