
 



Willow-Brook Forest Garden 

What's that odd pile of earth? - and other questions 

Answer – it's a special type of raised bed, built with a core of wood,  

covered over with soil and then planted up (... more on that later) 

This area of the garden looks different  – why is that? 

It's a small example of 'forest gardening' – a way of growing plants in  

cooperation with nature to create a self-sustaining system. It includes 

plants growing in different 'layers' from trees, through shrubs, herbs and 

ground-cover plants, to tubers and roots. Each layer includes plants that 

are useful in their own right – such as fruit bushes or herbs – or actively 

support those that are, for example by fixing nitrogen or deterring pests. 

Why wasn't this area rotavated like the other beds? 

There were two main reasons: firstly 'deep digging' can kill many 

beneficial soil organisms and also exposes weed seeds; secondly it would 

have damaged many trees roots. 

Why were the trees pruned so hard? 

We used a professional tree surgeon to raise the tree canopy letting in 

more light and rain so new plants could grow and establish better. 

What's going to be growing there? 

Actually everything you see growing above ground is the 'tip of the 

iceberg'. Most important to the garden are the soil micro-organisms that 

partner with the plants to supply them with nutrients. We'll be 'growing' 

them as much as the plants themselves. Apart from the fruit bushes, we 

also have some perennial kale and broccoli, culinary herbs, salads, many 

plants to attract bees and hoverflies, various nitrogen-fixers and comfrey 

(the non-seeding kind). 

When is it going to be finished? 

We're planting and sowing all the beds this spring in regular sessions 



advertised on the information board. And there's some general 

maintenance needed too, at least while the ground-cover plants establish. 

No specific skills or tools needed – though both are welcome – so please 

join us when you can. 

Who's it for? 

We really hope it will be an asset to the village, not only providing a variety 

of useful produce, but as an evolving example of a sustainable ecosystem, 

a learning resource and an inspiration to others. 

How were the plants and materials sourced? 

Most of the plants and seeds were paid for within the Community Spaces 

grant from the Big Lottery Fund. Others have been donated or specially 

grown by members of Vision 4 Wroughton and local people. The logs used 

in the raised bed were from the sycamores on-site, and soil and compost 

came from Swindon Freecycle or local  donations.  

How was the forest garden designed? 

Forest gardening has been used by various traditional cultures around the 

world. It's one expression of permaculture, that uses a range of design 

principles to produce positive, sustainable solutions to how people can 

live and work within flourishing natural systems 

(www.permaculture.org.uk). 

So back to that raised bed ... 

This is called 'hugelculture' and the idea is that as the wood decays, it can 

store a large amount of moisture, provide homes for many types of soil 

microbe, fungi, worms and insects and supply nutrients to plants growing 

in the soil above. 

How can I be involved? 

Make it your garden! Please join us on a garden session - we're also 

happy to have donations of topsoil, compost and perennial plants (let us 

know if you'd like us to collect). 


