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WROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

WICHELSTOWE MEETING 
 

Notes of the meeting held on Tuesday 4 December 2018 at 2.30pm 
in The Ellendune Community Centre 

 
Present Wroughton Parish Council (WPC) 

Cllr J Hewer (Chair) 
Cllr L Campisano (Vice Chair) 
Cllr C Clark (Chair of Open Spaces) 

 Cllr H Dosanjh (Chair of Planning, Safety & Highways) 
Cllr A Richards (Vice Chair of Planning, Safety & Highways) 
Cllr S Harcourt (Chair of Community Buildings) 
Jodie Smart (Clerk) 
Emma Freemantle (Deputy Clerk) 
 
South Swindon Parish Council (SSPC) 

  Cllr C Watts (Chair) 
 
  Swindon Borough Council (SBC) 
  Rob Powe (Programme Manager – Wichelstowe) 
  Emma Leake (Wichelstowe Team) 
  Russell Weymouth (Service Manager – Landscape and Leisure) 
  Dave James (Landscape and Leisure Team) 
  Pippa Moore (Planning) 
  Sarah Christie (Planning) 
  Cllr C Martyn (Borough Councillor) 
 
  Introductions 

Introductions were made around the table with Rob Powe explaining that he was 
attending in respect of estate management and precept contributions. Russell 
Weymouth confirmed that his interest was in Sports Facilities and Open Spaces.   

 
Estate Management 
Rob Powe confirmed that he was revisiting the question of WPC making 
contributions towards the maintenance of land within the Joint Venture in 
Wichelstowe. There was discussion over whether this would be a financial 
contribution towards the management company, the parish taking on grounds 
maintenance or enlisting a contractor. It was agreed that all were viable options. Cllr 
S Harcourt stated that he believed that WPC wanted to do what was fair for all 
involved. Precept from Wichelstowe should be used for the benefit of those 
residents. Equally, Wroughton residents should not be expected to subsidise 
maintenance in Wichelstowe when there is no precept being received for the coming 
years. Cllr Harcourt continued that the difficulty of the two communities being split 
by the M4 meant that Mid and West Wichel were more an extension of the East 
Wichel Community than of Wroughton.  
 
Rob Powe and Emma Leake agreed to consider the parishes position when devising 
the agreement for estate management within Wichelstowe.  
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Wichelstowe Lakes 
Cllr Watts confirmed that South Swindon PC do not intend to continue maintaining 
Wichelstowe Lakes from 1 April 2019. Cllr Harcourt stated that the lakes would then 
revert back into the control of SBC as WPC had never agreed to take them on. Cllr 
Harcourt suggested that unless SBC approached WPC, they would assume that this is 
the case. Rob Powe and Emma Leake agreed to take this point back to the 
StreetSmart Team at SBC.  
 
Russell Weymouth suggested that the Wichelstowe Team could supply a map 
outlining areas of responsibility for SBC, the Joint Venture and potentially parishes. 
Rob Powe and Emma Leake agreed to supply WPC and SSPC with a map. 
 
Cllr Watts stated that SSPC had originally wanted the whole of Wichelstowe within 
their parish. They may still be open to this idea and could forge an agreement with 
WPC to take on the maintenance of the area in exchange for the precept the until a 
formal community governance review can take place.  
 

   Open Spaces/Sports Facilities 
Russell Weymouth explained that a S106 agreement was in process which allows for 
sports pitches and a pavilion, the trigger point for which is likely to be in 
approximately seven years. However the S106 was still to be agreed and trigger 
points to be defined before the planning application can be granted. Cllr C Clark 
asked about drainage on the area highlighted for sports pitches which was currently 
under water. Russell Weymouth explained that the current situation is not 
representative of what it will look like in the future. The land would be fully 
landscaped to include necessary drainage in the process of providing the sports 
pitches. Cllr Clark questioned who’s responsibility it would be if the parish took over 
the pitch and it continued to flood. Russell Weymouth explained that this was highly 
unlikely but that the contractor would have a term of responsibility during a defects 
period then any further issues would be dealt with by the flood authority (in this case 
SBC).  
 


