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Minutes of the Community Safety Forum Meeting  

for South Swindon 

Thursday 28th March 2019 at 6.30pm 

Liddington Village Hall 

 

1. Introductions/Present: 

 Sgt Dave Tippetts (Wiltshire Police) 

 

 Cllr Derek Benfield (Covingham PC) 

 Cllr Lorraine Sandle (Covingham PC) 

 Cllr Zachary Hawson (Nythe, Eldene and Liden PC) 

 Cllr Kevin Parry (Nythe, Eldene and Liden PC) 

 Cllr Paul Sunners (Chiseldon PC) 

 Cllr John Hewer (Wroughton PC) 

 Cllr Gordon Wilson (Liddington PC) 

 

 Angela Raymond (Clerk for Meeting) 

 

2. Apologies 

 Cllr Bob Biggs (Wanborough PC)  

 Cllr Valerie Brodin (Bishopstone and Hinton Parva PC) 

 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 The minutes of the Meeting on 31st January 2019 were approved as a correct record 

4. Matters Arising 

 Cllr Benfield asked what happened with drugs and money confiscated by Police. Sgt Tippetts 

advised he would feed this back when he had the information.  Sgt Tippetts apologised for 

not following up on this since the last meeting and confirmed he will find this out by the 

next meeting. 

 Cllr Wilson asked if Cllr Parry has received details about Community Speedwatch; Cllr Parry 

confirmed he hadn’t.   Cllr Sunners confirmed he would forward the contact details of Roger 

Fooks who is the new Community Speedwatch Co-Ordinator.  Sgt Tippetts confirmed it 

would be better to contact him directly. 

 

4. Report from Sergeant Dave Tippetts, Wiltshire Police 

Sgt Tippetts confirmed their current priorities:- 

 Town centre – Cambria Bridge drug dealing, 4 lads in the area dealing drugs and 

there is a robbery linked with that. 
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 Wroughton –  Youth behaviour at the skate park and Ellendune Centre, there are 

specific individuals they are interested in. 

 Eldene public spaces – Drug dealing, 4-5 individuals. 

 Speed checks – They are aiming to carry out checks in Wanborough and Wroughton, 

which are based in information received from Community Speedwatch scheme, 

however this is only fitted in if they have time.  Clerk asked if the results are 

reported afterwards; Sgt Tippetts confirmed that this is reported via Roger Fooks. 

Sgt Tippetts provided some statistics based on Feb to Feb year-on-year comparison:- 

 South Swindon CPT has the best overall crime rate, 13% down on all crime, this 

compared to Swindon as a whole which is 3% down overall.  Most CPT area results 

show an increase in crime.  Sgt Tippetts realises that some crimes are unreported 

but this does demonstrate that South Swindon CPT are performing well. 

 Residential burglary down 45% 

 Robbery down 18.5% 

 Shop lifting up 0.7% 

 Harassment (including domestic) up 20% 

 Possession of weapons up 28% 

 Possession of drugs up 39% 

 Violence (with injury) down 2.5% 

Sgt Tippetts explained how the Police are tackling knife and drug possession within the 

younger community.  They have a different approach, focusing on intelligence and targeting 

regular culprits. They have visited 11 children and their parents to discuss with them.  With 

the support of local schools they have visited 3 schools and carried out bag checks. 

Sgt Tippetts confirmed that most crime occurs in daylight, so with the clocks changing and as 

the evenings draw out this traditionally shows an increase in crime. 

 

5. Questions from Parish Representatives 

 Cllr Wilson asked if crime is increasing in younger people.  Sgt Tippetts confirmed that 

they do focus an area of their work on children and having a positive input on children 

will have an increase the likelihood of them not committing a crime in adulthood.  PCSOs 

are allotted to primary schools and they assist with safe guarding. 

 Cllr Wilson asked if he had any further information about a high speed car chase through 

Chiseldon and Liddington.  Sgt Tippett confirmed that 3 under 18’s from Swindon area 

were arrested and released under investigation, which is all he can say at the moment. 

 Cllr Sunners raised an issue about 15 year olds being involved in drug issues.  Sgt 

Tippetts confirmed that they focus on early intervention, they have 2 officers working 

with younger children.,Eexcluding children from school doesn’t always work and he feels 

confident that they have a robust system.  Cllr Hewer confirmed that the police and 

Wroughton PC have good links with Ridgeway School.  Sgt Tippetts said that Ridgeway 

School are very good in dealing with these issues in a sensitive way and discretely so 

students are unaware. 
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6.  Local Feedback from Parish Representatives 

 Cllr Hewer understands that issues within Wroughton and Ellendune Centre have 

improved as this area has been taken off the priority list.  Sgt Tippett confirmed that 

Wroughton has been put back on the list due to groups of boys fighting each other; 

they have links with Royal Wootton Bassett and weapons are being used.  

 Cllr Wilson asked if CCTV can be put up in problem areas, such as the crossroads on The 

Ridgeway road to catch racing cars.  Sgt Tippetts confirmed that CCTV can be deployed 

in certain circumstances, however the Superintendent has to authorise it first. 

 Cllr Sunners asked if it was possible to recruit more Special Constables to increase 

visibility of officers in rural areas.  Sgt Tippetts confirmed that they are currently 

recruiting a Community Co-Ordinator.  Sgt Tippetts stated that you can be out and 

about, but could be missed and not seen. They are using social media to promote 

where they are and this has improved communication with residents and shows 

residents what they are doing.   

 Cllr Wilson confirmed that the Police Commissioner, Angus McPherson,  attended a 

meeting and confirmed that more officers are out and about because they don’t have a 

main office, but have 4G on their phones and laptops so they can just park up and do 

their work.   Sgt Tippett confirmed that officers are encouraged to be out and about 

and seen; South Swindon Policing point is Euclid Street. 

 Cllr Benfield asked a question in relation to cars parking around the school.  Sgt Tippett 

confirmed that this is not a police matter, it is down to the Borough Council. 

 Cllr Benfield asked if the police catch a child committing a crime do they always contact 

a parent.  Sgt Tippetts confirmed that an appropriate adult will always be involved, this 

might be a parent; safe guarding the child is their priority. 

 Cllr Benfield confirmed that “no cold callers” signs can be collected from Gablecross 

station. 

 Cllr Perry thanked Sgt Tippetts for his recent help in relation to a drug issue. He stated 

that dealers are still active in Eldene and Covingham; he finds it frustrating as the drug 

dealers can clearly be seen and an exchange can be seen, but by the time you ring 999 

and the police come out it’s too late as the dealers have gone.  Cllr Perry stated it 

would be good if the police could spend a Sunday afternoon and watch what’s 

happening; the dealers are confident in what they are doing and seem to be running 

rings around the police.  Sgt Tippett confirmed he would take these points on board, 

they do vary their tactics and always try to catch individuals at different times.  Cllr 

Hawson said that he felt that the drug dealers know where the police are going to be 

and are relocating to different areas.  Sgt Tippett confirmed that they do not have 

specific locations, officers are not specified where to go and they do ensure the right 

resources are in the right place; all officers have to wear high viz jackets at all times.  

7.   Any Other Business 

 Cllr Hawson raised a concern about racist abuse in Park South area especially for the 

Nepalese Community; they don’t have the confidence to report the abuse.  Sgt Tippett 

confirmed that he is aware of this hate crime, they are looking into getting some 101 

posters translated and put up within the area and they also have a Nepalese PSCO. 

 Cllr Sunners confirmed that they value this time with Sgt Tippetts and asked if it would 

be possible to set up a similar forum for North Swindon.  Sgt Tippetts confirmed that he 

wasn’t sure about the mechanics. 
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Cllr Wilson thanked Sgt Tippetts for attending this meeting, stating that the committee 

appreciates this time with him. 

8. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 6th June 2019 at 6.30pm at Hooper’s Field 

Pavilion, Rotten Row, Wanborough 

The Meeting closed at 7.35pm 


