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                                   1st May, 2019 
 
Dear Parish Clerk, 
 

 
North Wessex Downs Landscape Trust 2019 Parish Council Supporter 
 
I am writing to introduce you to the North Wessex Downs Landscape Trust 
(“NWDLT”).  As you will be aware, your parish is within, or within the setting of 
the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (“NWD AONB”) 
and you will appreciate all aspects of this protected landscape.   The NWD AONB, 
encompassing parts of Berkshire, Hampshire, Oxfordshire and Wiltshire, was 
originally established under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 
1949.  The NWDLT is the only charity with the North Wessex Downs at its 
core.  The Trust was established to promote wider awareness and engagement with 
the NWD AONB so that future generations can visit, live, learn and work within 
it, while protecting and enhancing the landscape and environment. Our vision is 
that by 2023: 
 

 Awareness of the AONB will have increased substantially.   

 Local people will recognise the name North Wessex Downs,  

 And have a sense of ownership and greater understanding of the AONB’s 
importance.  
 

We share aims and objectives with the AONB Council of Partners and 
Management to ‘promote for the public the conservation, protection and improvement of the 
physical and natural environment in the North Wessex Downs AONB and its setting.  To 
advance the education of the public in the conservation, protection and improvement of the physical 
and natural environment.’  The Trust works in cooperation with the AONB with 
cross-membership of their Council of Partners and our Board of Trustees. 
 
How we can help you 
 
For the past 18 months, we have been managing a grant making scheme on behalf 
of the NWD AONB called the Sustainable Development Fund (“SDF”).  The 
Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs supports a range of projects 
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which bring environmental, social and economic benefits to the North Wessex 

Downs AONB.   Despite the reducing amounts from the Government, the Trust 
has had a very enthusiastic reception so far but more importantly we are also 
increasing awareness of both the Trust and the AONB. By liaising with local and 
parish councils, landowners, farmers, voluntary organisations, community project 
leaders, environmental groups, heritage and historical groups and wildlife 
conservation groups, the Trust has ascertained the need for financial support for 
projects, large and small, within the AONB that may not qualify for national 
funding or are seeking funding from various sources. 
 
One of the benefits of the SDF is that it enables match funding for local initiatives 
which deliver improvements to the landscape and the people living or working 
within the AONB and its setting. Applications for grants are assessed by our team 
of specialists from agricultural, land management, archaeological and professional 
backgrounds.  The Trust has supported a wide range of projects such as: 
 

 Water provision improvements for Hungerford allotments  

 Conversion of the Great Bedwyn telephone box into a visitor information 
kiosk 

 Shalbourne village hall improvement works 

 Promotional film for the Pewsey Vale Tourism Partnership 

 Ogbourne St. Andrew heritage information board 

 Chilton Foliat community club house 

 Boxford Roman mosaic project 

 Avebury sports and community pavilion 
 
Details of the application process are available on line at www.nwd-
landscapetrust.org.uk, click on “Our Work” and then “Grants & Fundraising”. 
 
How you can help us 

 
We are very keen to promote the SDF programme but declining support from 
Government is severely restricting our activities.  In 2013, the SDF gave grants 
totalling £39,000.  That figure dropped to £9,000 in 2017, though the Trust has 
recently halted and reversed that that trend.  To help us rebuild and expand the 
grant fund, we are seeking support from parish councils by inviting you to become 
a NWDLT supporter for an annual contribution of £75, using the attached form.   
 
The website www.nwd-landscapetrust.org.uk. shows all the Trust’s activities and 
news.  If you have any questions or comments please do not hesitate to contact me 
on  
chair@nwd-landscapetrust.org.uk  
 

http://www.nwd-landscapetrust.org.uk/
http://www.nwd-landscapetrust.org.uk/
http://www.nwd-landscapetrust.org.uk/
mailto:chair@nwd-landscapetrust.org.uk
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Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
Donald Sherlock 
Chairman 
North Wessex  Downs Landscape Trust 
 


