
 
From: Peter Gallagher 
Sent: 18 July 2019 19:26:04 (UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London 

To: Jodie Smart 

Subject: Footpaths Working Party 

Dear Jodie 
  
At today’s meeting I agreed to provide the following information. 
  
Online Representation of the Definitive Map is available at 
https://maps.swindon.gov.uk/SBCatMyCouncil.aspx   Select “My Maps” tab.   Tick “Public Rights of 
Way” box.   Click on line of path to display path number. 
  
List of Landowner Deposits under s.31 Highways Act 1980, which are legal declarations that 
landowner does not intend to dedicate any further PRoWs beyond those shown, is available 
at  https://www.swindon.gov.uk/directory/40/register_of_highways_and_landowner_deposits  
Please note only current deposits are listed.   Landowners may also have made deposits covering 
earlier periods of time – details of these are available from Martin Fry if required. 
  
In relation to the 2026 deadline, Ramblers has already investigated two cases in Wroughton. 
  
Byway WR26 – continuation southwards to Nut Plantation.   Extensive research conducted jointly 
with Martin Fry.   No historical evidence found that path was ever a PRoW.    Although undoubtedly 
used by the public before the war, not claimed as PRoW by PC in 1950s because all paths around 
airfield were closed at that time and it was assumed they would remain so.   MoD ownership 
continued at least until 1984.   From 2007 permissive access allowed under Countryside Stewardship 
Scheme.   May be possible to claim as PRoW if sufficient user evidence can be obtained between 
1984 and 2007.   Ramblers members appear not to have used it much during this 
period.   Countryside Stewardship has now ended but we understand landowner continues to allow 
use on permissive basis. 
  
Footpath WR15.    Short section west of Chilton Farm access road has not been available for many 
years, therefore public have to walk short length of access road to reach FP.   This is not a 
PRoW.   No evidence it has ever been anything other than a private access to the farm.   However, 
considered unlikely that public would be prevented from using this short stretch of road so not 
regarded as priority for further action by Ramblers.       
Regards 
  
Peter 
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