
PARISH CHAIRS / CLERKS ENGAGEMENT MEETING 
 

MONDAY, 2 SEPTEMBER 2019 
 
Present:  
Parish Council Representatives: Mr Des Moffatt (Central Swindon North), Mr Andy 
Reeves (Central Swindon North), Mr Chris Watts (Central Swindon South), Ms Clair 
Wilkinson (Chiseldon), Ms Val Curtis (Covingham and Liddington), Mr Vinay Manro 
(Haydon Wick), Mr Kevin Morgan (South Marston), Mrs Vera Tomlinson (St 
Andrews), Mr Robert Jandy (Stratton St Margaret), Mrs Angela Raymond 
(Wanborough), Ms Paula Harrison (West Swindon), and Mr John Hewer 
(Wroughton).  
 
Swindon Borough Council Representatives: Ms Sam Mowbray (Director of 
Performance, Organisational Improvement and Communications), Mr Matt Box 
(Head of Elections and Democracy), Ms Kim Chequer (Head of Finance), Mr Mark 
Pritchard (Senior Communications Executive) and Mrs Vicki Yull (Committee Officer). 
 
Apologies for absence were received from: Ms Val Brodin (Bishopstone), Ms Lesley 
Drewett (Bishopstone), Mr Ian Jankinson (Blunsdon), Ms Tracey Judd (Blunsdon), Mr 
Dinesh Naidu (Castle Eaton), Dr Alan Gorton (Castle Eaton & Hannington), Mr Rob 
Core (Central Swindon South), Mr Matt Harris (Chiseldon), Ms Laura Evans 
(Covingham), Ms Linda Brown (Haydon Wick), Mr Bob Biggs (Wanborough), and Mr 
Nigel Gibbons (West Swindon). 
 
8.   Consultation on changes to the election cycle 

 
Ms Sam Mowbray (Director of Performance, Organisational Improvement and 
Communications), gave a presentation on the consultation regarding changes to the 
election cycle at Swindon Borough Council (SBC), which covered the following 
matters: 

 SBC currently elects in thirds with a fallow year. The third year of elections 
will be 2020, with the fallow year being 2021.   

 In April 2019, Council agreed a resolution which requested that: a 
consultation exercise be commenced immediately to explore the merits of the 
two systems; that an All Party Working Group of Members be established to 
oversee the consultation with residents, businesses and partner agencies, 
and; that an Extraordinary Council Meeting takes place following consultation 
in the new municipal year to formally consider the findings of the consultation 
and to put forward a proposal based on the recommendations of the All Party 
Working Group. 

 The consultation will run from 3 September 2019 to 25 October 2019, and will 
have three main parts: 

o Meetings with key stakeholders such as Members, parish councils, 
local business and community groups. 

o From 16 September 2019 a letter containing an information leaflet, 
response form and reply paid envelope will start to be delivered to 
every household in Swindon. The Electoral Reform Services has been 
commissioned to undertake the mailings and count the replies. 

o A website where stakeholders or residents can provide more detail 
regarding their preferences for elections by thirds or to move to all-out 
/ whole council elections. 



 The Extraordinary Council meeting is scheduled for 21 November 2019 at 
which two thirds of the councillors present will have to vote in favour of whole 
council elections for the change to take place. If agreed, it is likely to start 
from May 2022 after the fallow year.  

 With the costs for parishes currently being subsidised when parish elections 
are held alongside SBC elections, it has been recognised that there are 
potential financial implications for Parish Councils should SBC move to all-
out elections.  

 Parish Councils are being invited to consider and suggest potential concerns 
and implications which will be fed in to the consultation process. It is 
proposed that a further meeting of this group be held in October 2019 in 
order for these matters to be considered in more depth.   

 
A copy of the presentation can be found here: 

 

Electoral Cycle 

Resolution.pdf
 

 
Parish representatives were invited to present their initial views and the following 
matters were discussed:  

 How parish planning will have already been done around the current election 
cycle, and the implications that a shorter cycle will have on matters such as 
contract negotiations with SBC for service delivery.  

 How parishes will have already budgeted for the costs of elections using the 
current cycle, and the impact this will have on precepts should the cycle 
change. SBC will be exploring all possible financial implications as part of the 
consultation process, along with what it can do to help mitigate impact where 
parishes indicate a preference to remain on the current cycle.  

 Information on how much a Parish Council can expect to pay for its elections 
should it no longer coincide with the SBC elections will be circulated when 
available.   

 The drivers behind the Council motion in April 2019, particularly the general 
feeling that strategic planning can be more difficult with elections in three out 
of four years.  

 That there are no current requests for boundary changes to parish or 
borough wards. It was noted that the Local Government Boundary 
Commission for England has advised that fundamental changes to 
boundaries / councillor numbers will not be considered whilst SBC remains 
on its current election cycle.   

 The potential impact on turnout for parish elections should they be held on 
days without an SBC election.  

 That parishes can request officers from SBC to attend a meeting to discuss 
these matters prior to the consultation ending.  

 How, by law, SBC can force parishes to change to an all-out election cycle.   
 
Attention was then turned to May 2020, during which the SBC, Parish Council, and 
the Police and Crime Commissioner elections will take place. It was advised that, 
following verification on the Thursday evening, there may be a delay in counting the 
Parish Council votes, particularly given the Bank Holiday on the following day. This 
may cause an increase in the number of days over which the count takes place, and 
have a subsequent cost to parishes. More information and costs will be provided in 



December 2019 once the Returning Officer for the Police and Crime Commissioner 
elections have confirmed their intentions.  
 
Agreed: 

1. That a special meeting of the Parish Chairs / Clerks Engagement Meeting be 
arranged in October 2019 to further consider these matters. Parish Councils 
will be invited to offer a venue due to refurbishment works taking place in the 
Civic Offices during that time.  

2. That the financial implications of holding Parish Council elections separately 
from SBC elections will be costed and circulated.  

3. That Parish Councils be invited to submit any questions or concerns to 
customerservices@swindon.gov.uk, and to also use this address for 
requesting SBC officer attendance at a meeting. 

 
9.   Changes to the Regulations governing Parish Polls 

 
Under Schedule 12 of the 1972 Local Government Act, a Parish Poll can be 
demanded by not less than ten, or one-third (whichever is the less), of the local 
government electors present at the meeting, on any issue before the parish. This 
threshold is the same whether the parish has 200 or 6000 electors and there are 
concerns that this threshold is too low, with parishes left facing the unbudgeted cost 
of an election. Parish polls do also not have poll cards or absent voting, and the 
polling place(s) are only open from 4.00pm to 9.00pm.  
 
In 2014/2015, the then Government carried out a consultation on updating the 
regulations governing Parish Polls. The proposed changes would have raised the 
threshold, managed the type of question that can be asked, and changed the 
arrangements to mirror those of a local election. These proposals had the support of 
the National Association of Local Councils, but went no further at the time. 
 
Mr John Hewer, Chair of Wroughton Parish Council, referred to the Parish Poll held 
recently in Wroughton regarding the building of a pavilion on Maunsell Way playing 
fields. He advised it had caused polarisation amongst the residents of the village, 
and created feelings of resentment due to the arrangements for the Poll with people 
being unable to vote. The cost to the Parish Council had been just under £1000.  
 
It was agreed that the Leader of Swindon Borough Council would be invited to write 
to The Rt. Hon Robert Buckland QC MP and Mr Justin Tomlinson MP, on behalf of 
the local councils in Swindon, in support of the consultation on Parish Polls being 
re-opened and any proposed changes implemented.   
 
10.   Date of next meeting 

 
It was noted that the next programmed meeting would be taking place on Tuesday 
3rd December 2019 from 5.00pm in Committee Room 6, Civic Offices. Further to the 
agreement above, however, a special meeting of the Parish Chairs / Clerks 
Engagement Meeting will be convened during October 2019, with the date to be 
confirmed as soon as possible.    
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