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30 August 2019     
      

  
  
I have pleasure announcing the publication of my latest annual report and for the first 
time the report includes an additional public summary of Wiltshire Police’s year – the 
Force Management Statement.  
  
https://www.wiltshire-pcc.gov.uk/article/1844/Annual-report 
  
https://www.wiltshire.police.uk/article/4911/Force-Management-Statement-2019- 
  
  
I am pleased to say it’s been another busy and successful 12 months for my office 
and the Force.  
  
Amongst the good news stories highlighted in this annual review are the following:  
  
On-going campaigns, including the Op Sceptre knife amnesty last year, has helped 
drive down knife crime - dropping by 18 per cent in Wiltshire.   
  
Good progress is being made on replacements for Marlborough and Warminster 
police stations and the refurbishment of Royal Wootton Bassett which is due to start 
in the autumn.   
  
My continued investment in our police to combat the ever growing threat of 
cybercrime.  
It never ceases to amaze me how well our small force punches above its weight – 
dealing with such massive incidents like the Salisbury nerve agent attack as well as 
responding to an increased local demand year on year.     
  
Counter terrorism, knife crime, dangerous drug networks, modern day slavery and 
sexual exploitation are emerging national threats which land at our local door too. 
  
It’s even more incredible that the police tackle all of this on a very tight budget after 
years of under-funding from the government.    
  
We face the same complex range of threats that bigger and better-funded forces 
face; a good example of this is when the Home Secretary announced in March that a 
selection of police forces were to receive a proportion of £100m set aside to tackle 
serious violence.   
  

https://www.wiltshire-pcc.gov.uk/article/1844/Annual-report
https://www.wiltshire.police.uk/article/4911/Force-Management-Statement-2019-


Agenda Item 5 

We saw none of that money despite us being affected by Organised Criminal Gangs 
and their County Lines dealings.  Our county is at the receiving end of County Lines 
with gangs coming in to exploit the vulnerable and deal drugs.  
  
The formula which allocates funds to me by central government needs reforming - 
we have been historically under-funded and the people of Wiltshire and Swindon 
deserve a better and fairer deal. 
  
The Prime Minister’s recent announcement for 20,000 more police officers is of 
course welcomed and I look forward to seeing how that will look for our force.  
  
However, I hope after reading both reports you will agree that Wiltshire Police 
deserves more financial recognition and support from the government.  
  
Yours sincerely 

  
  

 
  
Angus Macpherson MBE 

Police and Crime Commissioner 

For Wiltshire and Swindon 
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