
Minutes of the Community Safety Forum meeting held on Wednesday 11th September 2019 at 

6:30pm at The Library room St Paul’s Community Centre, Covingham 

 

Present: Inspector Allen Lumley, Sgt Dave Tippetts, Cllr Derek Benfield, Cllr V Curtis (Covingham PC), 

Cllr Bob Biggs (Wanborough PC), Cllr Gordon Wilson (Liddington PC), Cllr Paul Sunners (Chiseldon 

PC). 

In attendance: Laura Evans (Clerk) 

 

1. Apologises: John Hewer (Wroughton PC), Val Brodin (Bishopstone PC), Lorraine Sandle 
(Covingham PC) 

 

2. Approval of the minutes from 4th July 2019 proposed by Cllr D Benfield unanimously agreed. 
 

3. Report from Sergeant Tippetts 

Sgt Tippetts provided figures for Swindon South: 
Overall crime figures are looking good across the South year on year with a decrease in 
transport offences by 32%, Fraud is down by 49%, dwelling burglaries are down by 5% and 
Sexual offences are also down by 18%.  
Drug offences have increased by 41% along with Possession offences which is up by 83% (44 
incidents over a 3-month period) which is down to good intelligence and more stopping and 
searching. 
 
Swindon CPT held their Summer Community Shop in the Brunel Centre which attracted 
1,300 visitors in the three weeks it was there. CPT are looking into holding another 
Community Shop before Christmas (more details to follow) 
 
Operation Sceptre, a national operation, will be run by CPT in September for two weeks due 
to the recent rise nationally in knife crimes. There will be knife amnesty bins located at 
Broad Green Centre, the Town Centre Police Point and Pinetrees; which will give the public 
an opportunity to dispose of knives safely.  
 
Part of Operation Sceptre is to have proactive patrols in areas that are known for violent 
crimes and Officers will also be visiting retailers to check the sales of knives and razor blades 
and to advise retailers if the correct procedure is not in place. If the Officers believe there is 
an issue into knife sale procedures, then test purchases will be conducted by Trading 
Standards. Many of the larger retailers have entered a code of conduct regarding knife sales.  
Operation Sceptre promotes the hard work that is already being done week in week out. 
In Wiltshire there has been a reduction in knife crimes by 17% which is better than the 
national average, but possession is up by 3%. 
Inspector Lumley and Sgt Tippetts would like to hear views and comments at the next 
meeting regarding Operation Sceptre. 
 
Swindon Borough Council are running a training programme headed by Bernice Weiss for 
Year 7 pupils called ‘Save a Friend’ which covers child exploitation, knife crime, and drugs. 
Those children who do not attend school but are at risk will receive a home visit where the 
training programme will be shown. 



Recently an exploitative drug network operation raid was carried out uncovering 
approximately 400 wraps of drugs and £5,000 cash all of which were seized. A question was 
asked if a Closure order had been placed on the property the dealers were operating from, 
but in this case it was not. A question was raised as to whether this was a drug network from 
County Lines, Sgt Tippett confirmed it was not, it was local, but that the operation is run in 
the same way as a County Lines. 

 

4. Questions from Parish Representatives 

Cllr Benfield spoke about cycling in the town centre, SBC are putting bigger signs up, as 

cycling is not permitted in pedestrianised areas. The majority of cyclists respect this but 

those that do not, once challenged soon get off the bicycle. 

Cllr Benfield asked that if parking on pavements is to become legal who would enforce this, 

Sgt Tippetts confirmed it would be the Local Authority. 

 

Cllr Benfield also expressed his disappointment to Inspector Lumley and Sgt Tippetts 

regarding the turnout for this meeting especially as matters discussed are relevant to those 

Parish’s.  

 

Cllr Wilson asked what the law regarding cycling on pedestrian crossings is, Sgt Tippetts 

confirmed that cyclists are to disembark on a pedestrian crossing and if seen to be cycling 

unsafely there is a careless cycling act which can be used. 

Cllr Biggs asked if it is a legal requirement that bicycles have a bell, Sgt Tippetts confirmed 

that there is no law stating that bicycles should have a bell and also explained that the Police 

support the Bike Ability courses that Primary School children receive. 

Cllr Biggs also stated that PCSO’s and Officers have not been seen in town, which leads to 

concerns regarding SBC enforcing the new cycling rules in town. Sgt Tippetts explained that 

PCSO’s are more community engaged and have a big impact as information is more freely 

given as they are seen to be less of a threat than an Officer. A recent review of PSCO powers 

was undertaken, it was decided it was best to keep PCSOs in the community engagement 

role. Cllr Wilson asked if PSCOs are allowed to arrest, Inspector Lumley explained that they 

can only detain under certain circumstances until a Police Officer arrives. 

 

Cllr Sunners explained that the Neighbourhood Watch statistics show that there is an 11% 

reduction in crime in areas covered by Neighbourhood Watch. Sgt Tippetts stated that the 

Neighbourhood Watch is at heart of crime prevention. Cllr Sunners explained that the No 

Cold caller signs are a great help, Sgt Tippett confirmed that these are available at the Police 

station should anyone require them. 

 

Cllr Biggs raised concerns regarding fast, speeding traffic on the access only road from 

Covingham up to Foxhill from Callas Hill Cross roads, and asked if it was possible for this 

stretch of road to occasionally be monitored, Sgt Tippett suggested asking for a metro count 

of traffic as this would give a better idea of who is using the restricted road and the speeds 

of the vehicles as a through road. Sgt Tippett also stated that the Community Speed Watch 

Scheme is a valuable part of road safety and maybe this is something to look into. On rural 

roads the design of the road is the ultimate way to reduce speeding, although this is not 



feasible. The point was then raised by Cllr Wilson that there are no live speed cameras in 

Swindon, Sgt Tippett confirmed that speed monitoring still happens. 

 

5. Local Feedback from Parish Representatives 

Cllr Biggs confirmed that there had been recent drug activity on Hooper’s Field mainly on 

Friday and Saturday evenings, and there had also been vandalism to the local storyboard. 

Inspector Lumley and Sgt Tippetts noted these comments. 

 

6. Any Other business 

Inspector Lumley asked why there had been a reduction in the number of councillors 

attending the meeting as raised earlier by Cllr Benfield, Cllr Curtis was unsure as not 

everyone had sent their apologises, Inspector Lumley wanted to know if there was anything 

himself and Sgt Tippetts could do to increase attendance. Cllr Curtis commented that a 

problem that Covingham had was reported to the previous Inspector at the meeting and the 

issue was dealt with promptly so the meetings were valuable and informative. 

It was proposed that Cllr Curtis send an email asking why some Cllrs did not attend. 

 

7. Date & venue of next meeting 

The next meeting will be held on 7th November at 6:30pm at the Recreation Hall, Chiseldon. 

 


