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Flora & Fauna Working Party Notes 
 
 Members of Working Party 

Cllr H Hodd (Chair, Open Spaces)  
Cllr C Clark 
Mr Neil Pullen (Wiltshire Wildlife) 
Mr John Gregory 
Mr Richard House (WPC, Grounds team leader)  

 

Other attendees 
Mr O Armstrong (Deputy Clerk) 
Ms Elspeth Wollen  

  
1.0 Apologies 

Apologies were received from Mr Neil Pullen and Mr John Gregory.  
 
2.0 Wildflower Verges 

A number of options were discussed and whilst there was a desire to do as much as possible it 
was accepted that we need to "think big but start small". 
  
SBC need to be approached as although WPC maintain it SBC own the land. 
  
This is not the first time flower verges have been tried in the village, but there has not been 
much success. This may be down to presumption that if you plant it they will grow. 
Things like soil type, light and drainage need to be considered. 
  
Another option is to let nature take its course by altering the frequency of cutting. Elspeth 
Wollen quoted an article that said 2 cuts per year to allow flowers and grasses to seed. 
  
A costlier option was to consider "raised beds" to reduce the element of luck. Possibly get 
sponsorship (with discrete advertising of course). 
  
Three sites were discussed: 
  
Church Hill, the Pitchens triangle and the Greens Lane triangle. 
  
It was agreed that any area would still need the edges to be mowed and physical signage put in 
place to advise that this was a trial area. 
  
The Working Party "seemed" to agree that these were the best to focus on. 
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Although an unattractive area and one difficult to maintain was that in the area of St Andrews 
Close. Not discussed at the meeting, but thinking about it that seems more like a separate 
project. 

 
3.0 BMX Track Maintenance 

The Working Party understood the requirement for low maintenance planting but agreed that 
they did not have the relevant expertise to progress. It was agreed that the WPC Office would 
contact Neil Pullen, Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, to see if he had any recommendations. 
  
Research into other tracks had not provided much guidance as the Wroughton track appeared to 
be much steeper than the average. 
 

4.0 Any Other Business 

 The use of weed killing was discussed. RH confirmed that WPC do not use weed killer. Weed 
killing had been observed by SBC/Highways. It was agreed that the WPC Office would contact 
SBC for their Policy on weed killing and their COSHH sheet. 

 EH advised that she had access to a group of volunteers who would clean up areas such as the 
stretch behind the garages. (think that was in the St Andrews Close area). The Working Party 
agreed that this was most welcome and would need the group to provide their Method 
Statement so that WPC could produce the necessary Risk Assessment. CC offered to help with 
drafting this. 
 

 It was agreed that the next Working Party meeting would be at the end of January 2020. This 
would be to consolidate the planning and information gathering done from Nov 18 to that 
meeting. A report would be produced for the February (4th) Open Spaces Committee. Working 
party members agreed to keep in touch via email during this time and the relevant GDPR 
authorisations were provided 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


