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Draft Response to Draft SBC Local Plan 2036  
 
We are writing to express our disappointment that this latest proposed Swindon Draft Local Plan 
2036 still takes no account of the existing Wroughton Neighbourhood Plan.  This comes as no 
surprise when planning permission for nearly 400 homes have been granted on appeal by the 
Government Planning Inspectors, despite these being on sites identified by Wroughton Parish 
Council as unstainable and inappropriate. 
 
In addition to these homes, it is now proposed to build up to 600 more on the areas identified in 
this revision of the SBC Local Plan. This is a significant reduction from the number proposed in the 
initial draft however, it still represents and alarming increase of around 30% in the number of 
homes in the village. 
 
Furthermore these areas will be filled with high density housing just across the motorway from 
similar high density housing at East Wichelstowe. 
 
The most regularly raised feedback from residents with regard to the Local Plan is that they cannot 
understand why further development is being planned when Wichelstowe is not yet built out and 
neither are consented sites at Marlborough Road Wroughton and the Hills site.  They similarly feel 
that Wroughton’s Neighbourhood plan which was ratified with a high resident turnout, was a total 
waste of time as hundreds of homes have been given the go-ahead here on sites which were not 
identified as sustainable or appropriate within it.  
 
The Local Plan 2036 asks for even more housing here in Wroughton without any tangible benefits 
to infrastructure. Regularly raised concerns and frustrations regarding healthcare access, 
Secondary schools, traffic and safe pedestrian routes are not addressed and these matters are not 
within the remit of SBC’s influence.  WPC are being made to work with SBC and Developers and 
take a disproportionate amount new housing to fulfil Borough housing targets yet benefits to our 
residents are non-existent.  
 
This is unfathomable to all of our residents as there is no effort to explain the logic in the process 
on how the growth of Wroughton can be sustainable. 
 
Wroughton Parish Council continue to object to any new development on sites outside of the 
Wroughton Neighbourhood Plan. We need a series of infrastructure and service improvements to 
address existing and future issues of overcrowding, noise and air pollution and to be sympathetic 
to the semi-rural setting of our community.    
                          
We require more Primary school places, substantial improvements to The Ridgeway School, and 
more GPs at our Health Centre and improved public transport links. Only Primary School places are 
within the Borough’s power to give.  
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Infrastructure improvements are only possible on Swindon Road alongside sites S0071 and S0072, 
there is no mention made of the roundabout we explained would be necessary, instead upgrades 
are planned for the Lister Estate/Artis Farm roundabout. The further south it goes, the more 
Swindon Road narrows until there is no scope for widening, with the result that it regularly 
bottlenecks, causing tail backs as far away as the Three Tuns roundabout.  
 
When considering our response to the Draft Local Plan it became increasingly clear that there is a 
lack of data regarding the number and direction of trips made by car. This impacts Policy LA 16. 
 
Response to Policy LA 16 Land East of Swindon Road, Wroughton 
 
WPC notes the reduction of the original target of 469 houses down to “about 300”. 
As stated above, we are opposed to this site being developed as it was not identified as 
appropriate or sustainable in our Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
If Swindon Borough Council are minded to put these sites (formerly S0071 and S0072) forward for 
development, we would need a noise attenuation bund which would benefit existing residents on 
the East side of Swindon Road. We would need the measures described to “minimise the 
appearance of urban sprawl across the M4” that of a gateway feature with landscaping and public 
art to mitigate the visual impact and reinforce the non-coalescence of Wroughton. However, we 
urge the Borough to reconsider their currently proposed upgrades LA16 d “access via a 
roundabout at Artis Farm” as the best option to safely access this development without further on 
site exploration and traffic modelling of likely direction and volume of current and future users of 
Swindon Road and assessment of air quality impacts. 
 
Relying on upgrades to the Lister Estate roundabout would only make sense if drivers are mainly 
driving south, however if findings are that drivers are mainly travelling north for their shop and 
commute, we would urge the Borough to include a roundabout on Swindon Road in any future 
plan, sited well to the East of Woodland View. This would address issues for existing residents 
living on the West of Swindon Road, who will not benefit from a noise attenuation bund and 
provide some aspects of a rural buffer whilst also allowing Thames Water access to underground 
pipes without the disruption of road works. 
 
The reasons are as follows: 
 
The current situation is of a 40mph zone that starts to the South of the junction at Woodland 
View; a speed that is reached/ exceeded by many drivers long before they pass this point. For the 
residents of Woodland View, and the future residents of the Hills development (100 dwellings) this 
means turning right across Swindon Road by accelerating to the refuge in the centre of Swindon 
Road, braking hard, and waiting there for a gap in the traffic or for a driver who slows enough to 
allow a car onto the south bound lane.  The risk of collision is compounded by the presence of 
drivers waiting in the refuge wishing to turn into Woodland View and the Hills development, as 
the road markings don’t make clear who has priority. SBC must review recent and historic data 
from our Community Speedwatch Team which can provide evidence to support these concerns. 
This issue is being continually monitored by them. 
If Wroughton residents are forced to accept a further 650 homes in addition to the Hills site (100) 
the Marlborough Road site (103) the Berkeley Farm development (116) and recently built or 
approved small scale developments (approx. 88) all potentially using Swindon Road as their 
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primary route through Wroughton, it makes more sense to have a roundabout here, sited to the 
East, to slow the traffic to a safe speed without the wait times of traffic lights; reducing air quality 
and increasing noise. 
 
Policy LA 17 Land east of Moormead Road, Wroughton 
 
WPC notes the reduction of the original target of 350 homes to “about 300” 
WPC require further clarification on point g) “Improved access to Moormead Road” and b) 
‘potential community use of part of the existing hospice’ about what this actually means.  Point g) 
in particular would also raise the issue of a safe pedestrian crossing point. Wroughton Parish 
Council and residents have already been badly let down by promises of “a crossing” outside the 
Linden Homes development and McCarthy and Stone’s retirement apartments for our elderly and 
vulnerable. 
 
LA17 i) regarding “Safe pedestrian and cycle links to Wroughton centre” WPC would like to 
understand how this will be made possible across such a busy main road. 
 
Residents will require safe pedestrian controlled crossing points. Wroughton Parish Council ask 
that planning and Highways Officers make a site visit to discuss with ourselves and ward 
councillors, where a controlled crossing for pedestrians accessing services in the west of the village 
would be positioned, and how traffic emerging from both sides of the road could safely turn right 
across traffic before an application is considered.  
 
Policy LA 27 Land to the north of Overtown Reservoir  
The reservoir site is adjacent to conservation land and a scheduled monument.  Any development 
would impact on the setting of the historic reservoir and neighbouring listed buildings.  It would be 
accessed by Overtown Hill, a steep and narrow road used by residents to park on, reducing 
visibility and increasing hazards when exiting. There is no pavement and the only pedestrian 
access to the village amenities is along a notoriously narrow pavement offering little protection 
from the many HGVs that use this route.  
 
Policy LA27 a states that any development here “should make provision for improvements to 
pedestrian links to Wroughton” but this would be impossible without demolishing a long section 
of retaining wall that runs alongside this stretch of pavement at a height of approximately 3 
metres. 
 
Site 309 is immediately adjacent to the Overtown Reservoir County Wildlife Site and in close 
proximity to Coombe Bottom Wood ancient woodland and is accordingly red flagged. Site 486, 
Priors Hill, lies within 400m of the Overtown Reservoir CWS. (Sustainability Appraisal) 
 
General comments 
 
There is no Infrastructure Development Plan included as part of the Draft Local Plan or its 
supporting documents. Hence there is a lack of traffic data: we would like to see evidence of traffic 
modelling carried out by Swindon Borough Council to understand present and predicted numbers 
of vehicles (cumulative figures) and likely number and direction of journeys. 
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We find the Draft Local Plan to be overly car dependent; it assumes that bus services are currently 
adequate and are serving the destinations of choice for residents in Wroughton and Wichelstowe. 
However, this does not doesn’t stand up to scrutiny: 
 
The ‘Sustainability Appraisal of the Swindon Borough Local Plan explains that transport site 
appraisal criteria has been assessed by considering proximity of sites to bus stops and the 
railway station. While the northern part of North Wroughton is relatively close to the No.11 bus 
service (at the Park and Ride site), this is simplistic, as it does not accurately or fully reflect the 
transport sustainability of the site. Additionally, the number 11 bus service does not stop in North 
Wroughton, which is served by the 49 which runs hourly at best. 
 
WPC urge SBC to provide improved public transport links to Wroughton, most importantly in 
North Wroughton and Langton/Thorney Park which is poorly served. 
 
The Local Plan contains no evidence about the demand for public transport, and therefore it is not 
clear whether a high quality bus service would be provided or could be maintained in the long 
term. 
 
Proximity to bus stops is not a good measures of access to viable sustainable public transport. As 
noted previously, services are limited, and the destinations directly served are limited. 
Interchanging to other bus services increases options, but increases journey times and makes 
buses a less attractive option than private car.  
 
Assessment of distance to the station does not reflect topography of Croft Road and Victoria Hill, 
which makes cycling less attractive, so a simple distance indictor is not adequate 
 
We find no overview of Sustainable transport options –  
 

 Bus routes need re-examining,  

 Walking and cycle routes need upgrading,   

 There is no cycle path from Wroughton to Swindon along Marlborough and Swindon Road. 
The distance is relatively short (though the topography of Croft Road is challenging), but 
conditions are poor due to high traffic volumes and the narrowness of the road. Footways 
are used by cyclists, creating hazards to pedestrians and other users.  This issue could 
worsen with increased traffic flow. 

 
Swindon Road should be viewed more strategically as a whole corridor to ensure that traffic is 
managed through and onto Swindon Road in a coherent manner.  
WPC would welcome more traffic data, to examine and consider what the impacts of these 
developments might be.  
 
POLICY DM37 Pollution 
Air Quality: Wroughton Parish Council is disappointed by the lack of Lack of rigour in assessing the 
overall impact of Local Plan’s effect on air quality, its impact on Wroughton and the AQMA sites on 
Devizes Road and Kingshill. 
 
The air quality impacts of increased vehicle usage and movements from proposed and existing 
developments are not known. The plan does not provide any assessment of the potential impact 
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of the proposals, in general or in particular on Wroughton and other adjacent areas such as the 
Kingshill AQMA and other ‘at risk’ areas.  
 
For instance, on air quality, the “Sustainability Appraisal Report of the Swindon Borough Local 
Plan” states in the Wroughton Settlement assessment, that: 
 
(Air Quality) Not assessed. There is no data available on trip generation and route distribution from 
the individual sites.  It cannot be assumed that sites in close proximity to an area of air quality 
would necessarily adversely impact air quality or conversely that impact will necessarily decay with 
distance. (p109) 
 
Para 3.42 of ‘Sustainability Appraisal of the Swindon Borough Local Plan’, November 2019 states 
that: 
 
The Interim SA report identified the potential for development at Wroughton to increase traffic 
through the Kingshill AQMA and on Devizes Road, an area at risk of exceeding limit values. 
 
These statements are not wholly consistent. 
 
The ‘Swindon Borough Council Local Plan Review - air quality topic paper’, May 2019 then makes 
reference to the following areas being at risk of non-compliant limit values: 
 

 Swindon 23 – 37 Devizes Road   

 Swindon 14 – Kingshill/Clifton Road 

 Swindon 18 – 102 Kingshill Road 
 

The plan does not provide any information about the cumulative traffic impact of the Wroughton 
and Wichelstowe developments. So, it is not possible to ascertain the likely impact on the Kingshill 
AQMA and the Devizes Road site. It is notable that the Devizes Road site is on the same corridor as 
Swindon Road, and less than 2km away.  
 
Policy DM 37 then goes on to state: 
 
6. Development shall not lead to further deterioration of existing areas of poor air quality, create 
new areas that exceed limits, or expose future residents of building users to unacceptable levels of 
air quality.  This should include an assessment of traffic fumes as a result of the design of the 
development. 
 
8. Cumulative impacts of development on air quality, including Air Quality Management Areas and 
areas at risk of exceeding relevant limit values for air quality pollution, will be considered in 
determining planning applications.   
 
These points imply that all assessment of air quality impact will be delayed until site specific 
applications are made, rather than consideration being given at this strategic plan stage. Given the 
current seriously problematic air quality issues at Kingshill which is non-compliant with EU Air 
Quality directives (related to NO2), it seems negligent not to attempt to assess the likely impact of 
the Local Plan on this and other at risk areas. This is particularly notable, as the plan itself indicates 
that development in Wroughton and Wichelstowe could have an impact on these areas.  
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Cumulative traffic impacts of developments in Wroughton and Wichelstowe have not been 
considered. 
 
It is unclear whether SBC proposals to close Wichelstowe Access via Rushey Platt during peak 
hours remains as an intention. If this is the case, there will be significant changes to traffic flows 
through Wroughton using Wharf Road to access destinations to West Swindon, Wootton Bassett 
and the M4. WPC ask for sight of SBC modelling of these traffic flows and also for them to be 
used to inform resident consultation and future development and planning proposals. 
  
The Wichelstowe and Wroughton developments will have a cumulative impact on traffic 
conditions on Swindon Road in Wroughton. However, based on the information presented in the 
Local Plan and the supporting documents, it is not possible to understand the scale of these 
impacts. For instance, an increase in traffic is likely, and this is subsequently likely to result in the 
following issues: 
 

 Sustainable transport options for Wichelstowe include “an express bus link to 
Swindon Town Centre” and a “Park and Ride site”, but this is undefined in detail, and 
is debatable whether this is sustainable in the longer term (particularly after 
developer related initial funding has expired). Should the measures be inadequate 
(in the short or long term) this is not likely to result in high public transport use, and 
consequently greater car use. Trip and mode use forecasts from the development 
need to be assessed more realistically. 

 Current road layouts within the developing Wichelstowe area offer some traffic 
relief to the surrounding area, as Black Horse Way has capacity to accommodate 
traffic travelling between the M4 and Old Town/Nationwide Campus. This is evident 
by turning traffic at the Wharf Road/Mill Lane and Black Horse Way/Croft Road 
junctions. When the Wichelstowe development is complete, this relief will be 
markedly diminished, so transport issues in Wroughton and other areas could 
worsen. 

 Local access – it is currently takes 2-3 mins to turn right onto Swindon Road as a 
result of existing traffic flows, particularly in the morning peak. Increased demand 
will exacerbate this, which could in turn result in frustration and risk-taking, such as 
accepting gaps in the traffic that are unsafe. Properties currently most affected 
when turning south are those fronting the west side of Swindon Road, stretching 
from Woodland View in the north (29 dwellings, a public house and a farm) to the 
Three Tuns roundabout – an additional 114 dwellings (including Wainwright Mews).  
We have not included the difficulties experienced by visitors to Moormead Nursing 
Home, customers of the Carite garage, residents of Berkeley Road, Marlborough 
Road residents, or included predicted figures of houses already given planning 
permission; this is the current situation. Residents on the East side trying to drive 
north towards Swindon experience the same frustrations when attempting to exit 
right to travel north.  There are 157 dwellings including the retirement apartments 
at Banks Place, but also traffic accessing and leaving an Industrial Estate, the 
Berkeley Farm Dairy, the Prospect and the Ridgeway Hospital. 
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Affordable Homes 
 
There is a desperate need for genuinely affordable homes within the village; we would welcome 
homes for rent and part ownership, especially for people setting up their first home, who have a 
local connection. 

 
Build quality and sustainability 
 
WPC would expect all new developments to be built to exceed the minimum standards of energy 
efficiency specified by AECB in place at the time of planning approval being granted. 
 
 
Inadequate consultation 
 
Wroughton Parish Council believes that the Local Plan consultation is not adequate because 
The Swindon Borough Council Local Plan 2036 Proposed Submission Draft was not deposited at 
the Central Library available until 3 January 2020, more than 2 weeks after the start of the 
consultation on 17 December 2019. 
 
Supporting documents were not deposited at the Central Library. 
 
Residents report that the SBC website was difficult to navigate and understand. 

 


