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WROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

           
    05 February 2020 

 
Meeting with:  Danielle Maundrell, Strategic Commissioner, Early Years & Childcare 

  Cllr J Hewer, the Clerk of Wroughton Parish Council 
  Reporting to Sports & Youth Facilities Working Party 

 
The Clerk referred to the following statement raised by Cllr C Clark:  
The early year’s facility at the Wroughton Junior School site has been vacant for nearly a year now.  
Wroughton Parish Council have committed to the potential of delivering early years’ facilities at the 
Maunsell Way re-development site based on evidence produced by Swindon Borough Council. 
This evidence is based on birth rates vs early years’ nursery placement needs within the Wroughton and 
Swindon areas.   
WPC have been informed that there would be a need for an additional early year’s facility, in addition to 
the early year’s facility operating at full capacity at the Junior School. 
  
However, if there is a need, why has the early year’s facility at the junior school failed to find a new early 
year’s provider/ tenant over the past year to take over the facility? 
 
If the Early Years tenant leave the Maunsell Way facility, Wroughton Parish Council and its partners need 
to have some understanding, what the obstacles and barriers are to finding another Early Years provider. 
 
The following questions are all about the early year’s facility located at the junior school and form part of 
Wroughton Parish Council's due diligence to determine if an early year’s facility is a sustainable option at 
the Maunsell Way re-development:   

Who owns (freehold?) the land that the Junior School early years’ facility is located? 
Wroughton Junior School 
(MW land is owned by SBC)  
Correct 
Who is the lease holder of the land and how many years are left on the lease? 
Wroughton Junior School – lease term tbc 
(WPC leases the land from SBC for another 75+ years at Maunsell Way) 
Correct 
Which organisation 'owns' the building? 
Swindon Borough Council  
(Either WPC or a Trust is likely to 'own' the building at Maunsell Way) 
Correct 
Which organisation operates and maintains the building? 
The new Early Years provider will operate the building / nursery and Swindon Borough Council will 
maintain the building for now before handing over to the Junior School.  
(Either WPC or a Trust is likely to operate and maintain the building at Maunsell Way) 
Correct 
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Who receives the income from the tenancy at Pre School? 
Wroughton Junior School 
(Either WPC or a Trust will receive the income from the tenant) 
 
Correct 
Why did the last tenant leave the Junior School facility? 
Poor offsted standards 
What has been done by the building owner to secure new tenants into the facility located at the 
Junior School. (See below comments from SBC Early Years Department in response to this)  

 
The Wroughton preschool building will be opened by the Wroughton Junior school by September 2020 
subject to a consultation phase. Hopefully this will offer both early years and then the after school / 
breakfast club. Danielle advised that there is an imminent press release to be distributed from SBC and 
WPC are able to share this with residents to let them know more.  
Danielle confirmed as above that the Wroughton Junior school own the land where the preschool is 
situated and SBC own the preschool building.  
The Wroughton Junior school will receive the income from the tenancy agreement of a new provider. If the 
Junior School were to be transferred to an academy at a later date, the preschool building would be 
transferred alongside this under the same agreement / transfer process. 
  
Danielle advised that nothing to be done to the Preschool building at the moment in its current state as this 
is currently part of a legal assessment process. Further information will follow once the consultation phase 
comes to an end.  
 
Childcare Demand in Wroughton - Overall  
The Childcare Efficiency Statement (previously received) is needed for evidence backing when going SBC 
and Developers are going through planning applications etc.  
SBCs figures are calculated on the last Local Plan Review which we know is under current review. The 
figures listed cover up to 2026 and do not cater for the 1000+ houses within the new Local Plan.  
 
Wroughton has a demand for 382 places and currently only 90 available.  
 
As mentioned these do not include any of the new developments under the new Local Plan Review 2026-
2036. 
 

Facts from SBC view:  
- Bright horizons have called for more vacancies along with new change in elections and the increase 

in childcare hours via government funding offered to parents.  
 

- By March 11th SBC are anticipating a one billion pound investment for early years from the 
government, SBC hope to have a confirmed announcement to follow this. 

 
- 48 week childcare places are looking to be implementation rather than the 32 weeks (academic) 

year only meaning an increase in income for all potential Early Years providers.  
 

- £15K to £18K rental income still achievable at Maunsell Way. 
 

- There are 80 private nurseries on site in Swindon however 70% of these are situated within SBC 
building. SBC are due to go out and source tenants for the majority. 
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Danielle is starting to discuss with tenants their income streams and that they need to be increased 
by the financial year 2021/2022. This is likely to force current tenants to look at new locations.  
 

- Where SBC have secured funding already they allow flexibility with the projects have started (ie 
Asquith Site – Wroughton Junior School).  

 
- Tick Tok are the only full time nursery provider in the area at present however the Wroughton 

Junior School site will join this from September.  
 

- East Wichel school offer 3-4-year-old places and they are currently full with a waiting list. They are 
also term time only with limited opening hours.  

- Once announcement has been released for the the local plan and march 10th 11th – document will 
then be changed at sbc.  
 

- Louise stucky who previously approached the Parish Council for a room to hire for Early Years has 
since set up a short term room in the stowaway in Wichelstowe. Louise has mentioned she is still 
keen to come to Wroughton.  
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11 February 2020  
 

 

Media Release  

 
For Immediate Release  
  

Council ensures families get access to vital funding for two year olds  

  

Ninety-eight per cent of two year olds in Swindon who are entitled to early education have 

received it thanks to the Council’s Early Years team. 

  

In Swindon, there are approximately 750 children aged two who are entitled to 15 hours per 

week of early education and childcare from the term after their second birthday. 

  

Nationally, the take-up of this offer for two year olds has fallen from 72 per cent to 68 per cent. 

But Swindon’s take-up has risen to 98 per cent, which has increased from 73 per cent last year. 

  

Councillor Russell Holland, Swindon Borough Council’s Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member 

for Commercialisation, Education and Skills, said: “Early education from age two has long-

lasting benefits for children and helps to promote their physical, emotional, cognitive and social 

development. 

  

“This funding helps to narrow the attainment gap between disadvantaged children and their 

peers by preparing children to start school. It is thanks to the good work of the Council’s Early 

Years team that parents in Swindon are aware of the entitlement, how to access it and where to 

access it. 

  

“Families are supported on an individual basis to make an informed decision about whether 

early education is right for their child and they are able to find a place which meets their needs.” 

  

To ensure the high take-up of funding is maintained, the Council is about to launch a Parent 

Champions Scheme. The scheme will look to recruit and train a number of parent volunteers 

who themselves have had a positive experience of early education to spread the word with 

other parents in their local community. 

  

The volunteers will be supported to use the skills and experience they gain to go on to access 

paid employment. 

  

Parent volunteers will be well placed to support other parents in their community as they will 

have first-hand experience of local services and activities in their area. 

  

To apply for two year old funding for your child, or to become a parent champion, please 

contact the Early Years team by email via earlyeducation@swindon.gov.uk. 

  

For more information about the wider early years and childcare offers available to families, 

please visit: https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/. 

mailto:earlyeducation@swindon.gov.uk
http://tracking.vuelio.co.uk/tracking/click?d=2siFqMYCI6-nAxhTxGYKxOTD91P2LECJNatpLhScdzIP2K0wXUB4qzzebPFfHDpq26IIBQwSPvjidY8ke25gVUqyeFyHWueFz21wmPwlmY9uGCVLEmw6q6Pphq_nutcVEw2
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ENDS  

  

  

 


