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Community Tree Planting Project 

  
1.0 Introduction 

Wroughton Parish Council received a scoping paper in June 2021 and another with more detail in 
August 2021 regarding possible native tree planting opportunities to be fully funded by the 
Swindon Borough Council’s Trees for Climate Team.  Parish Councillors were very supportive of 
the proposals and our organisation being able to improve the local environment, it’s biodiversity 
and make a positive contribution towards reducing carbon levels. 

 
Green spaces around Belmont Green, Maunsell Way Recreation Ground and Falkirk Road had 
been identified as usable sites. The intention was that some of the proposed planting around 
Belmont Green would additionally act as a visual screen to conceal new housing at the adjacent 
Hill’s site.  

 
2.0 Report Details 
2.1 Swindon Borough Council’s Trees for Climate Team in conjunction with the WPC Community 

Projects Officer developed a map with draft planting dimensions of proposed native tree 
planting following endorsement of the project proposals by Councillors in the August meeting.  
On-site checks by our Grounds Team on the location and size of proposed tree planting areas 
and liaison with Wroughton Youth Football Team regarding their pitch requirements 
subsequently took place with adjustments made before any further consultations occurred.  
 

2.2 Swindon Borough Council’s Trees for Climate Team are checking if there are any constraints 
regarding the areas suggested which could mean that the areas are not suitable for planting such 
as underground services, lease arrangements etc.  None have yet been identified as problematic 
although final searches are ongoing and we are still awaiting feedback from Wiltshire Wildlife 
Trust’s Biological Records Centre and the County Archaeologist which is expected within the next 
7 days.    
 

2.3 Wroughton Parish Council already has landlord permission from Swindon Borough Council for 
Maunsell Way and Falkirk Road sites to proceed with native planting subject to the other 
searches being completed satisfactorily. 
 

2.4 A public consultation regarding potential tree planting plans was launched during September and 
for some of October with information on the Wroughton Parish Council website, in the 
Wroughton Parish Council Monthly Update and also on popular local Facebook sites (see 
Appendix A for details).  Residents whose houses were immediately next to proposed planting 
sites received a hard copy of the report with explanatory notes through their door.  No formal e-
mail or postal comments were received from any residents.  Some informal supportive facebook 
comments were made by members of the public with Wroughton Guides, Rainbows and 
Brownies and also 1st Wroughton Scout Group advising that they would be very keen to be 
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involved with any public planting and that the guides may be able to assist with a pop-up café for 
participants. 
 

2.5 Following discussions between the Clerk and WPC Grounds team regarding their workload it has 
been decided that a tree planting contractor should be engaged to undertake the proposed tree 
planting. An example of costings from a contractor, Southern Forestry and Cotswold Tree 
Services  (who is used frequently by Swindon Borough Council’s Climate for Trees Team) is 
attached at Appendix B for information only although closer scrutiny of quote content by the SBC 
Team will take place to ensure the costings are comprehensive and include good quality/robust 
tree guards, appropriate spot weeding etc. A total costing for planting of the proposed number 
of saplings including appropriate tree protection measures such as tree spirals and stakes and 
maintenance of the saplings for a 5 year period would be in the region of £7,000.  The final cost 
of the selected quote for tree contract works, once agreed with Swindon Borough Council, would 
be fully recovered by a grant to Wroughton Parish Council. 
 

2.6 Members of the public and organisations have previously been involved in local community tree 
planting events and it is proposed that a session to include local residents should take place 
again.  It is proposed that this takes place at the largest site at Maunsell Way with 160 saplings in 
one 25 metre x 25 metre area.  The location, by the basketball nets in the top corner nearest to 
Savill Crescent, is the most suitable for a community event due to the large number of trees to 
be planted there and proximity of the nearby car park and toilets. The intention would be that 
residents could plant trees where indicated by signage and the contractors could then backfill at 
a later date. 

 
3.0 Recommendations 
3.1 Following on from the public consultation process, Wroughton Parish Council agrees to accept 

the proposed tree planting sites, dimensions and native species sapling mix proposed at 
Appendix A. 
 

3.2 The WPC Community Projects Officer continues to liaise with SBC Trees for Climate to ensure all 
necessary permissions are in place before any planting commences.  
 

3.3 The Clerk, Chair and Vice Chair are authorised to signoff final costings on tree planting and 
maintenance on the understanding that these will be fully recovered from the Swindon Borough 
Council Trees for Climate team who will order the native saplings.  (Please note that any delay at 
this stage in ordering saplings is likely to mean that they would not be ready in time for planting 
this winter).  
 

3.4 The WPC Community Projects Officer in conjunction with the Trees for Climate Team arranges 
and publicises a public tree planting event at Maunsell Way Recreation Ground this winter as the 
site offers parking and toilet facilities. 

 
 
 



                    WROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Full Council 
 

Author: AW  Page 3 of 3 
Date Created: 11/10/2021 14:32  

 
 


