
 
 
Outcome of Community Governance Review (CGR) 
 
Wednesday 10.11.2021 
 
 
Dear Parish Chair and Parish Clerk 
 
I am writing to follow up on the discussion we had on 22nd June 2021 and the subsequent 
email request in respect of your Parish’s position on having a Community Governance 
Review.  Thank you to those of you who replied to help steer the consideration of the 
request from some Parishes. 
 
The Corporate Governance Review Working Group, chaired by the Leader of Council, Cllr 
Renard, met on 2 November 2021 to discuss whether the Council should conduct a new 
Community Governance review in 2022.    The Working Group have determined that the 
Borough should not proceed at this time for the following reasons: 
 

(1)  It would be premature for those areas that are either not yet fully built out – 
Tadpole Farm, Badbury Park, and Wichelstowe – or where development is shortly to 
commence in earnest – the    New Eastern Villages. Given what could change in these 
areas, it would not be practicable to determine what would constitute good 
governance or community interest. 

(2)  It could be disruptive, especially to the new urban parishes that took up office for 
the first time only in 2017.  

(3)  The Council will continue to assess whether there needs to be a review on a regular 
basis. 

 
The Group have agreed to keep this decision under review to reconsider in the future when 
the conditions are more certain. 
 
I would also like to reassure that the issue of parish deeds remains entirely separate from 
any Community Governance Review process and Sam Mowbray will continue to engage 
with you about these. 
 
This decision now allows us to proceed with certainty in respect of Parish Deeds and I 
understand some Parishes would like to have conversations about going forward.  Sam 
Mowbray, the Chief Operating Officer, will be in touch under separate cover to  move this 
forward. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on Tuesday 7th December for our next Parish Chairs and Clerks 
Engagement meeting with the Leader, Cllr Renard - we are hopeful this can be in person at 
the Civic Offices. 
 



 
 
Kind regards  
 
Susie  
 
 

Susie Kemp  
Chief Executive  
 
Swindon Borough Council 
 
T:  01793 463008  
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