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                                                  Agenda Item 9                                
7 December 2021 

Flora and Fauna Working Party Update 
1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 The Flora and Fauna Working Party met on 7 October 2021. The group a discussed number of 

matters with the overarching theme of how biodiversity could be increased within the Parish.   
 
2.0 Report Details 

 
2.1 The Working Party involves representatives from WPC Grounds Team, V4W Willow-Brook 

Volunteer Gardeners, Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, Parish Councillors and an independent resident 
who is interested in conservation. 
 

2.2 The WPC Community Projects and Grants Officer updated on a visit to Swindon South Parish to 
see some of the community gardening areas which are being managed by residents at the 
Marriott roundabout and various other locations in Old Town.  A future opportunity to engage 
residents in Wroughton in an initiative like this will be explored by the Working Party. 

 
2.3 The Working Party were also updated on the Wroughton Parish Council Trees for Climate 

Planting due to take place during February/March 2022 around Maunsell Way, Falkirk Field and 
Belmont Green.   

 
2.4 Neil Pullen of Wiltshire Wildlife Trust updated on new proposed newt ponds in the land 

managed by WWT behind Savill Crescent and the intention of wildflower planting being 
introduced there.  Further details on this proposal will be brought to Open Spaces in the new 
year and WWT will be looking for WPC to support them in urging Swindon Borough Council, the 
landowner, to give this project their approval.  Neil also  updated on various matters including 
antisocial behaviour by residents of all ages in Kings Farm Wood and Clouts Wood involving 
extreme den building, bonfires, litter and flytipping.  Neil is liaising with the Policy Community 
Support Officers regarding these.  Neil also updated that he may be able to scope some 
biodiversity training for the grounds team which would focus on practical ways they can adapt 
and change their working practices. There will be a cost attached to this. Details will be shared 
with the Working Party in the first instance. 

 
2.5 The Working Party reviewed the existing ‘red zone’ hedges list held by the Grounds Team. This 

identifies areas which are not cut during the growing season to protect nesting birds and their 
feeding sources.  The Working Party are proposing that a new site is added to the list in their 
recommendations below. 
 

2.6 The Working Party discussed leaving some areas of grass in carefully selected sites to grow with 
mown strips around so that residents understand these are being left deliberately.  Signage and 
communications will be required to explain the rationale to residents.  Sites detailed in the 
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recommendations below have been selected by WPC Head of Grounds and have the full 
support of the Working Party.   
 
 

 
2.7 The Working Party noted the success of the wildflower planting trial site on Church Hill this year. 

Very positive feedback from members of the public was received relating to this.  The area was 
cut back in September and it is hoped that reseeding has taken place.  Recommendations to 
extend this trial for the growing season 2022 are included in this paper. Below are photos from 
Church Hill and the eco-friendly signage made by Hannah Dosanjh and Rich House. 

2.8  
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3.0 Recommendations 
 

3.1 WPC to note that Wiltshire Wildlife Trust will be seeking their support at a future date in 
lobbying Swindon Borough Council to enable new newt ponds, wildflower planting and other 
biodiversity initiatives to take place on the land owned by them beyond Savill Crescent  
 

3.2 WPC to endorse the Working Party recommendation that Moore Close is added to the ‘red zone’ 
hedge list and that this is not cut during March-July as a trial for the growing season in 2022. 
 

3.3 To note that the daffodil cutback procedure remains in line with Royal Horticultural Society 
guidance and that the greenery is left for at least 6 weeks after flowering to enable nutrients to 
return to the bulb.   

 
3.4 WPC to endorse that the Community Projects and Grants Officer arranges for some relevant 

rustic/low cost and non plastic signage and  communications to residents which help explain 
the rationale of these projects.  

 
3.5 WPC to consider approving the following sites for grass to be left to grow as a trial during 2022, 

subject to regular review by the Grounds Team:   
 

Behind Wroughton Tesco,  
Brimble Hill end of Greens Lane,  
Priors Hill grass banks by the Old Swan pub site  
Large mound by Sarson stones at St Andrews Court. 
 
Please note that strips around these will be mown so that residents are aware they are being 
deliberately left to grow and relevant signage will also be displayed nearby. 

 
3.6 WPC endorse the Working Party recommendation to extend the wildflower planting trial area on 

Church Hill further down the hill during 2022.  
 

3.7 WPC allocate funding of £150 to allow purchase of wildflower seeds for extending the site at 
Church Hill and signage costs. 
 

 


