
 

RE: WPC Update - 👤 CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S BULLETIN 
 
Councillor Cathy Martyn CMartyn2@swindon.gov.uk       14.56 
 

 
Hi Emma, 
 
Earthline: this is with the Planning Inspectorate, so totally separate to SBC and outside SBC’s control. We are waiting 
on them to advise next steps. We have been sent a fb post about information on Earthline’s website about planning 
applications, their website suggests these are at the public consultation stage. However, it also states that they are 
partially retrospective, which suggests it’s referring to the existing planning applications which have been refused, 
withdrawn, or are with the Planning Inspectorate. I’ve forwarded the details onto SBC and asked if they can clarify. 
 
Covid: Brian is best to lead on this. 
 
Road Closures: we’ve been advised that there’s likely to be a 2-4 week road closure of Marlborough Road to allow 
for utility services to be installed. Officers are trying to organise that various services are all put in at the same time, 
to avoid multiple road closures. We don’t have any dates or details as yet but will let you know as soon as we are 
aware. We don’t get much more advance warning then you do (I think it’s usually 24 hours) of formal TROs. The 
roadworks on Perry’s Lane (junction with Baileys Way) were emergency works requested by Thames Water, hence 
no notice. 
 
Local Plan: has been to Cabinet in November. Brian & I both stood down from Cabinet for this item as we felt that 
our cabinet positions were incompatible with our ward councillor responsibilities. WE spoke against it but it got 
voted through. It’s due to go to Council in January I think for Council to agree that it should go forward to the 
Inspector. Dave also spoke on behalf of residents at the Cabinet meeting so he’ll be able to update you as well. 
Here’s a copy of what Brian & I said (we had a joint response which Brian read out): 
 

Joint Local Plan Statement from Councillors Brian Ford & Cathy Martyn 

Swindon Borough Council, Wroughton & Wichelstowe Ward 

 

Please accept this statement from both Cllr Cathy Martyn & myself. We are both standing down from 

Cabinet for this item, as we believe our duties as Wroughton Ward Councillors and our duties as cabinet 

members are incompatible. On this occasion, our duties to our Ward and our residents must take priority. 
 
We appreciate the huge amount of work which has gone into bringing the Local Plan review to this stage. We 
understand only too well, the need for a legally compliant Local Plan, and we understand the need for the numbers 
within that plan, although we do not understand the need for a 20% buffer.  We would also add that we are in 
agreement with the vast majority of the plan, but we are concerned that the impact on Wroughton, being a semi-
rural ward, is one which is too much for the existing highway network which can't be increased, and the 
infrastructure such as the access to health services which are outside our control. 
 
We know that without a legally compliant Local Plan, Wroughton would most likely continue to suffer more and 
more hostile, unplanned development, which we have seen leads to a lack of agreed infrastructure or benefit to the 
community.  Indeed without this Plan in place it would be almost impossible to prevent even more speculative 
development. We also believe that Wroughton has over the past 20 years experienced massive growth of many 
hundreds of houses, most of which have been built by developers against the wishes of the majority of Wroughton 
residents. It should be noted that Wichelstowe is part of the Wroughton Ward, but we accept that the thousands of 
houses on this site will be developed.  
 
We believe that the proposals to build 600+ houses on 2 main sites would severely damage our infrastructure to the 
detriment of the whole village.  Many of the reasons for our objections are not material to the plan but nevertheless 
are germaine to our reasons.  As a prime example is the severe strain on our doctors surgery.  It is easy to say build a 
bigger surgery and employ more doctors but we already have a shortage of doctors and nurses. 
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At this point we want to stress that whilst we have stood against some developments, where they have been 
granted, we always strive to get the best possible design & layout, we request relevant planning conditions and we 
always welcome new residents into our ward. 
 
We are not against development per se. But Wroughton has suffered enough. We stand by what we have always 
said which is that the sites which should be put forward for housing should be those which Wroughton residents 
voted as being acceptable for housing development, via the referendum on 9th June 2016, and those are not the 
sites which this Plan proposes. Consequently, we feel we have no option other than to object to this Plan. 
 
Councillor Brian Ford & Councillor Cathy Martyn 
 
 
Allotments/ Prospect: we are concerned that any move to agree to transfer the land to Prospect will go against 
WPC’s response to the Local Plan as a sale of that land would enable the site to be developed. We’ve heard on the 
village grapevine (so it may or may not be true) that the intention is for Prospect & the 2 national charities to sell the 
land to a developer, so they would have no influence over the design of any development, nor would they be in a 
position to mitigate any impact upon local residents and the rest of the village. 
 
Baileys Way hedge: I’ve chased this up and asked SBC to cut it back asap. 
 
Buses: we’ve found the relevant officer and will be contacting him to raise the questions from Nathanael & Graham. 
 
Cathy 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
From: Emma Freemantle <clerk@wroughton.gov.uk>  
Sent: 13 December 2021 21:17 
To: Councillor Cathy Martyn <CMartyn2@swindon.gov.uk>; 'bkeetch@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk' 
<bkeetch@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk>; Councillor Brian Ford <BFord@swindon.gov.uk>; Carol Clark 
(cclark@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk) <cclark@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk>; Dave Edwards (dedwards@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk) 
<dedwards@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk>; David Martyn (dmartyn@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk) 
<dmartyn@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk>; Debbie Hooper <dhooper@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk>; Gary Edwards 
<gedwards@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk>; Graham Overbury <goverbury@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk>; Hannah Dosanjh 
(hdosanjh@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk) <hdosanjh@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk>; Jeremy Kemble 
<jkemble@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk>; John Hewer (JHewer@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk) <JHewer@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk>; 
Joshua King <JKing@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk>; lcampisano@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk; Lynn Gough 
<lgough@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk>; Nathanael <nhooper@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk>; Pradeep Bhardwaj 
(PBhardwaj@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk) <PBhardwaj@cllr.wroughton.gov.uk> 
Cc: Oli Armstrong <deputyclerk@wroughton.gov.uk>; Katy Cena <admin@wroughton.gov.uk>; Amanda Woodhead 
<projects@wroughton.gov.uk>; 'wroughtonparishcouncil' <wroughtonparishcouncil@gmail.com> 

Subject: RE: WPC Update - 👤 CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S BULLETIN 

 
Thanks Cathy, all understood.  
 
If It helps, WPC would benefit from an update on the following and if anything new has occurred since your previous 
communications: 
 

- Road closures over the next month? 
- Covid statistics in Swindon / Omicron statistics update  
- Earthline update – current planning process  
- Local Plan Response – Current status and timeline 
- Could ward councillors please chase up SBC regarding hedge cutting on Baileys Way (Cathy I think you 

may have already done this). I’ve sent an email under separate cover with map / description.  
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- For Ward Councillors to note that WPC will be having a meeting via Teams next week with both 

representatives of SBC and the Prospect Hospice. This meeting will be to discuss the ongoing long term 
plans surrounding the Allotment Site / Prospect development. 
(This subject still currently remains private and confidential)  
 

Kind Regards,  
 
Emma Freemantle  
Clerk to the Council 
  

 
 

 


