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TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT 

Administrative information 

The Ecclesiastical Parish of  Wroughton and Wichelstowe is in the Diocese of Bristol 

within the Church of England.  The parish lies within the Deanery of Swindon. The 

parish church of St John the Baptist and St Helen is situated in Church Hill, Wrough-

ton.   

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of  Wroughton and 

Wichelstowe (Wroughton  & Wichelstowe PCC) is a registered charity. Charity 

Registration Number 1131158.   

 

The PCC’s Bank is: 

Lloyds Bank,  

Old Town Swindon Branch,  

5 High Street,  

Swindon SN1 3EN.  

The PCC also holds funds on deposit at 

CBF Church Of England Funds managed 

by:  CCLA 

Senator House 

85 Queen Victoria Street 

London EC4V 4ET. 

The PCC’s Independent Examiner is: 

Mr S G Fraser,  

MHA Monahans,  

38-42 Newport Street,  

Swindon  SN1 3DR. 

The PCC’s Legal Advisers are:  

Harris & Harris,  

14 Market Place,  

Wells,  

Somerset, BA5 2RE. 

The PCC’s correspondence address is: 

The Parish Office,  

Church Hall, 

Priors Hill,  

Wroughton,  

Swindon SN4 0RT. 

Day to day management of the Parochial Church Council is delegated to the Vicar. 
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Structure, Governance and Management 

THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is a corporate body established by the Church 

of England. The PCC operates under the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) 

Measure 1956 and the Church Representation Rules.  The PCC is registered with 

the Charity Commission.  The members of the PCC are the trustees of the charity. 

The method of appointment of the trustees is governed by and set out in the 

Church Representation Rules.  All those attending church are encouraged to register 

on the Electoral Roll and may stand for election to the PCC. The trustees who 

served during the year are shown on page 5. 

The PCC operates through a number of committees, which have specific delegated 

responsibilities agreed by the PCC, and groups which organise, discuss and make 

recommendations to the full Council. 

Standing Committee is required by law. It has power to transact the   business of 

the PCC between its meetings, subject to any directions given by the Council. It is 

responsible for planning agendas for PCC meetings and oversees the financial and 

administrative work of the PCC and provides support to the PCC officers and Parish 

Administrator.  

Buildings Committee oversees the maintenance of the church building and 

ensures compliance with the quinquennial report. It also oversees the maintenance 

and operation of the Parish Church Hall. 

Churchyard Committee has oversight of the churchyard and administers its 

funds; a representative of the Wroughton Parish Council sits on this committee. 

10:00am Service Planning Group discusses matters concerning the 10:00am and 

6:00pm services and makes recommendations to the PCC. 

Church at 4 Planning Group discusses matters concerning the 4:00pm services 

and makes recommendations to the PCC. 

Church and Community Group discusses matters concerning our engagement 

with the wider community in Wroughton.  

Youth and Children’s Work Different teams, plan and organise a full programme 

of events for children and young people. 

Mission Matters co-ordinates education, publicity and fundraising of those groups 

involved with mission societies and projects at home and overseas. 

Eco Church Group reviews the church’s environmental impact and is working to 

produce an Action Plan and achieve Eco Church Silver Award. 
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Vicar The Revd Dr Phillip Harrison Chairman 

Associate Priest The Revd Barbara Abrey   

Churchwardens: Mr Mike Awre Vice Chairman 

Mrs Helena Thomas  

Licensed Lay  

Ministers  
Ms Martina Lewis Co-opted April 2019 

Ms Diane Phillips  

Mr Mark Tubey   

Mrs Tracy Mason Also Deanery Synod 

Representatives on 

the Swindon  

Deanery Synod 

Miss Cheryl Hawkins To June 2020 

Mrs Joan Orman  

Canon Nicholas Orman Hon Treasurer 

Elected Members Mr Peter Ferguson  

 Mrs Janet Henderson To October 2020 

 Dr John Henderson To October 2020 

 Mrs Marlyn Hezlett  

 Mr Michel Mason From October 2020 

 Mrs Sally Parker To July 2020 

 Mrs Lynda Pell  

 Mrs Carolyn Perry To October 2020 

 Mrs Helen Toomer PCC Secretary 

 Ms Hannah Wrixon  

PCC MEMBERS AND TRUSTEES 2020 

The following served as PCC members and trustees from 1 January 2020 to the date 

this report was approved (unless otherwise shown). 
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Objectives and activities 

The trustees have paid due regard to the Charity Commission's guidance on public 

benefit in deciding what activities the charity should undertake. The trustees 

consider that they have acted in the public benefit.  

The PCC is responsible for cooperating with the vicar in promoting in the 

ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social 

and ecumenical.  The PCC is the Administrative Trustee with responsibility for the 

care and maintenance of the Church Hall. The Custodian Trustee of this property is 

the Bristol Diocesan Board of Finance. 

WHO WE ARE: 

During 2016 the PCC revised its mission statement, values, vision and plan, which 

had previously been reviewed in September 2014. This was then reviewed and 

updated in 2017 as we put together our parish profile. Our action plan reflects the 

areas of focus and priorities of the Diocesan strategy ‘Creating Connections’ as we 

see them currently in Wroughton and Wichelstowe and is a working document. The 

PCC’s mission statement is: ‘Changing lives with Christ’.  

Connecting with God  

• To love God and know him better  

• To grow as whole-life disciples of Jesus  

• To be open to the Holy Spirit’s leading in our lives  

Connecting with each other  

• To be a growing church that accepts and welcomes everyone, especially 

children and young people  

• To be a community where we know, pray and care for each other  

• To be a place where we actively encourage one another in our Christian 

discipleship  

• To help each other to discern and use their gifts  

• To be a community that looks beyond ourselves and plays an active part in 

the church globally through contribution and learning  

Connecting with our community  

• To love our neighbours as ourselves  

• To communicate the good news of Jesus in words and actions  

• To be an active Christian presence in all parts of our community, shaping and 

enriching its life  

Making disciples 

• growing confidence in people to understand and express their faith in daily life  

• becoming an ‘invitational’ as well as a ‘welcoming’ community  
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Growing leaders 

• continuing to help people to explore their gifts  

• empowering people to lead others  

Engage younger generations 

• growing attendance at Church at 4  

• involvement in setting up of The Deanery Academy  

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES FOR 2020 

In November 2019, the PCC set the following specific objectives for 2019 

Finance and buildings 

Provide a secure foundation for future by: 

a) Continuing to address deficit budget issues and setting a balanced budget for 2021 

b) Continuing to secure the future of our historic church building by completing 

recommended quinquennial works. 

c) Completing phase 1 of the works on the Church Hall and developing detailed 

specifications and funding options for phase 2 (the roof). 

d) Reducing our impact on the environment and working towards the Eco Church 

Silver award. 

Wichelstowe 

Continue to explore opportunities in Wichelstowe to develop an active Christian 

presence in this new community. Partnership with the Deanery CE School and 

community outreach through ‘The Four Let’s’ are key areas of activity. 

Growth 

Continue to maintain all of our existing worship services, recognising that these 

provide genuine opportunities for people of various Christian heritages to connect 

with and experience the love of God. 

Review the strategy for Church at 4, which is the primary place where we engage 

with younger generations of Christians. 

GRANT MAKING POLICY 

In addition to our support for the mission work of the Diocese through our parish 

share, the PCC makes grants of up to 10% of its general fund income to 

organisations whose aims are in accordance with the aims and doctrine of the 

Church of England. Given our major support to home mission though diocesan 

share, the majority of this support is given to a small number of organisations with a 

substantial part of this support being designated to the work of the church overseas 

in mission development.  Support is also given to home mission both nationally and 

locally.   
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Achievements and Performance 
CHURCH LIFE IN 2020 

The Church Community 

In 2020 our church community comprised around 176 people although it is hard to 

be exact about attendance figures because the church building was closed for nearly 

half the year due to Covid-19 pandemic lockdowns.  

Of the estimated 176 in the church community, it is estimated that 5% are under the 

age of 10, 2% are between 11 and 17, 55% between 18 and 69 and 38% over 70. It is 

difficult to extract any useful trends. We know that these figures are not 

representative of the wider community in our parish and we also know that our 

church is not as diverse as the wider community in other ways. We continue to aim 

to be a welcoming community open to all and our particular priority post pandemic 

will be to increase the number of younger people who are part of our worshipping 

community.  

Connecting with God 

We continued to offer a range of services when the church building was able to be 

open, following strictly the guidelines on Covid secure measures when re-opening 

was permitted. Many of our plans for the year, including the Easter services, an alpha 

Course, the Patronal Festival and a Parish Weekend at home fell victim to the 

restrictions imposed by the coronavirus. During the lockdowns we held morning 

worship services on Sundays via telephone, Facebook and You Tube. These new 

ways of worshipping were much appreciated by church members and allowed us to 

reach a wider congregation that we normally do. Our 4pm Zoom service to try to 

maintain fellowship, worship and provide children’s activities has been less successful 

in reaching younger people. Of those in our worshipping community, around 125 

attended church in person on a typical Sunday during the first pre-closure period 

with attendance less than half that during the periods after re-opening was allowed. 

Although we were not able to offer personal prayer with the laying on of hands in 

church, the prayer chain continued to be an important part of our church life. Our 

usual monthly Evensong services could not take place as singing was not permitted 

and during the lockdowns we were unable to hold communion services.  

Connecting with each other 

The church community continues to be a place where people are cared for and 

prayed for. Many of our events had to be cancelled, but the Tear fund big quiz was 

held virtually and was enjoyed by many. Two small groups have met regularly this 

year one on a weekly basis and the other fortnightly, one by phone while the other  

via Zoom.  
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Connecting with our community 

We have missed many of the usual community events and our own activities this year 

and hope they will be able to resume next year. However we were able to hold our 

usual Pancake Party in February. Most other planned events were cancelled because 

of the pandemic although a Covid secure gardening morning in Willowbrook was 

managed in August by careful preparation. Instead of our usual Pumpkin Party in 

October and Christingle, we gave away bags with activities, stories etc. and held a 

special Christingle service on YouTube. 

We continued to explore opportunities in Wichelstowe to develop community 

outreach and an active Christian presence with the ‘4 Let’s’ initiative being held 

weekly in term time at the Deanery CE School, some sessions of which continued 

over Facebook during lockdown.  

Sadly we were unable to pay many visits to care homes, the hospice or schools nor 

to walk alongside people as they got married, baptised their children and said 

goodbye to loved ones. 

Making disciples, growing leaders and engaging younger generations 

When not locked down we tried to look to build on the relationships we have with 

those around us but this has been a particular challenge this year.  

Early in the year we were able to lead one assembly at Wroughton Infant School and 

at East Wichel Primary, but after that these were cancelled due to the pandemic. In 

October Rev Barbara Abrey was asked to do an assembly at Wroughton Infant 

School by Zoom.  

There were children’s activities available during the 10 am service each Sunday until 

the first lockdown. 

Three church members were involved in the Deanery-organised Growing Leaders 

course with evening sessions taking place once a month over Zoom.  

Despite being a priority, there was a further drop off in attendance at Church at 4 

this year and regrettably the pandemic made it difficult to achieve our objective to 

welcome new members to the church or to engage with community and local schools 

in ways that had been planned. The proposed strategic review of how to engage with 

younger generations of Christians did not take place in 2020. 

Cheryl Hawkins left us in the summer to start her curacy in Bristol and was ordained 

deacon in October. 
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 THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

Seven PCC meetings were held this year but only the March meeting was face to face, 

the rest being held by Zoom. The useful new ‘Business by correspondence’ 

procedure introduced by the Church Representation Rules 2020 was also employed 

on two occasions. Thanks are due to those PCC and Deanery Synod members whose 

terms were several months longer than expected due to the 2020 APCM being 

delayed until October. The post-October PCC comprised only 16 members following 

the 2019 APCM’s decision to reduce the number of members elected each year from 

four to three, taking effect from the 2020 APCM. Further progress was made on 

governance and compliance with the approval of staff Grievance, Disciplinary and 

Equal Opportunities Policies as well as a Disability Access Policy. 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND VULNERABLE 
ADULTS 

The PCC remains committed to providing the safest possible environment for 

children and young people in its care and also for vulnerable adults. Our Safeguarding 

Policy, which covers working with both these groups, is reviewed annually by the 

PCC. A copy may be found in church and also on the church website. We have 

achieved Silver standard in the Diocesan ‘Safe and Welcome’ scheme and liaise with 

the diocese through the Parish Dashboard to ensure that our Safeguarding Practices 

are up to date. People recruited to work with these groups will usually have to 

undergo a check by the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS). DBS checks are 

reviewed every 5 years for Youth and Children’s work leaders and helpers and also 

PCC members. Clergy, lay ministers, PCC members and all who work with Children 

or Vulnerable Adults are required to do a Diocesan Safeguarding training course 

every three years. Most people are up to date with these courses. Mark Tubey is the 

Safeguarding Officer for the parish and there are details on the church noticeboard 

about how to contact him or other appropriate people in the event that the 

treatment of a child or vulnerable adult gives cause for concern. The dedicated email 

address for such concerns is safe_and_sound@wroughton.com. 

THE WIDER CHURCH, LOCALLY AND AROUND THE WORLD 

We continue to have good relationships with our local ecumenical partners, through 

Churches Together in Wroughton, contact with other church leaders in both 

Wroughton and Wichelstowe and other activities that we participate in together 

when we are able but much of this activity was curtailed this year due to the 

pandemic. We were sorry to see the closure of Wroughton Methodist Church this 

year but are pleased to be welcoming some of their number to our services. Our 

clergy continued to meet virtually with other clergy in the deanery in chapter and the 

clergy and three lay members of the PCC sit on Swindon Deanery Synod. Two 

members also serve on Bristol Diocesan Synod. This provides the PCC with 

important links between the parish and the wider structures of the Church.   
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ENVIRONMENT 

The PCC is committed to preserving and enhancing the environment as it is God’s 

creation. A motion to declare a climate emergency and commit to reach net zero 

carbon emissions by 2030 was approved with plans made to set up a new Eco 

Church Group in 2021 to work towards the Eco Church silver award. Modifications 

were made to the heating controls in church which resulted in a significant 

reduction in gas consumption.  

BUILDINGS  

Major works recommended by the Quinquennial report were undertaken in the 

summer. These were repointing & repair work to the exterior of the church 

building, plus significant removal of plaster from the interior to dry out the walls and 

aid damp proofing. The porch door was resealed and downpipes repainted. The 

works required all furniture, objects, adornments, ornaments etc to be moved and 

resulted in a process of cleaning and ‘decluttering’ the church building.  

Re-plastering and re-organising of church fabric is due to take place late 2021 or 

2022.  

The church audio-visual equipment upgraded, including a camera, to enable live 

streaming of services, and this was installed in time for Christmas services. A 

defibrillator was installed in a cabinet in the church porch, accessible to everyone, 

through the Ambulance Service.  

Use of the church hall fell due to the pandemic, but Wroughton pre-school 

continued to use the premises, and other groups did when restrictions allowed. 

During the year internal redecoration took place and a programme to refurbish and 

redecorate the windows took place, making them easier to open and more draught 

proof. A replacement sound system was installed in the hall.  

Plans were drawn up for hall roof repairs and installation of solar panels and a grant 

application made to Wiltshire Community Foundation was successful. 

CHURCHYARD 

On current trends there will be no room for burials in new graves by mid 2022. 

Early in 2021, the PCC therefore started the process to formally close the 

churchyard to burials in new graves and to transfer the responsibility for 

maintenance to the local authority when it is full.  Safety works to the Georgian box 

tombs were delayed and will now take place in 2021. Subsidence occurred on the 

north boundary of the old churchyard which will require repairs.   
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General Fund Expenditure 

 

Financial review 

A summary of the income and expenditure and the end of year balance for each of 

the funds is shown on page 23. At 31 December 2020 total funds were £215,708, of 

which £79,479 were held in restricted funds.  

GENERAL FUND 

At the end of 2019 the PCC set a budget on the basis of pledges received after a 

consultation with the congregation and a plan for a summer stewardship campaign to 

increase giving through the year. Our activities were heavily curtailed by the 

pandemic and our stewardship campaign had to be postponed to the autumn.  

However, God is faithful and our members were faithful in their giving as so our 

income was on budget and our costs were reduced so we ended the year with a 

surplus of £2,476.  We were able to make a small increase in our support to the 

wider church and charities, though still well short of or target of 10%.    

    2020 2019 Increase 

2019 to 

2020 
Budget Actual Actual 

Planned giving and tax  recovered 107,658 111,334 108,432 4.3% 

Other giving 8,300 5,577 10,808 -28.6% 

Funerals & weddings* 6,535 6,410 8,711 -30% 

Fundraising* 0 0 0 0.0% 

Interest 50 34 60 -66% 

Total 122,543 123,355 128,011 -3.4% 

* Net of direct costs and transfer to churchyard fund   

    2020 2019 Increase 

2019 to 

2020 
Budget Actual Actual 

Support to wider church & charities 4,560 4,560 4,135 10% 

Parish share 90,000 90,000 95,000 -5.3% 

Ministry & mission 11,523 4,887 9,140 -50% 

Church running 6,511 7,553 6,996 7% 

Support costs 14,995 13,879 14,081 -1.1% 

Transfer to Fabric fund 0 0 0 0% 

Other Transfers 0 0 0  

Total 127,588 120,879 129,352 -6.2% 
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OTHER FUNDS 

Church Hall - Rental income was badly hit by the pandemic and we furloughed our 

cleaner for a short time. Major repairs were undertaken to the windows. As a result 

there was loss of £6,809 on the year.  

Churchyard - The operation of the churchyard by the PCC is essentially a local 

authority function and the PCC was therefore able to receive a grant from 

Wroughton Parish Council under Section 214(6) of the Local Government Act 1972 

of £7,000 for the maintenance of the churchyard in 2020. The PCC is most grateful 

for this support which allows it to keep the churchyard open. We also received a 

grant of £4,000 from the Wroughton Community Trust for work on trees. 

Churchyard fees income was in line with expectations during the year and £5,000 

was transferred to the designated fund from the General fund.  

Building funds-The restricted building funds contain some funds that are only to be 

used for the church or the Church Hall and some funds that may only be used for 

maintenance. The designated funds supplements the restricted giving by transfers 

from the General Fund and some unrestricted gifts and legacies to ensure that 

provision is made for future repairs and for improvements to the church hall.  

During the year major works were undertaken on the church building costing 

approximately £50,000 though a grant of £8,058 was received for these works from 

the Listed Places of Worship scheme.  

The PCC received a restricted donation of £8,500 towards the installation of solar 

panels on the Church Hall roof and the end of 2020 the PCC applied to the 

Wiltshire Community Foundation for a £20,000 Science Museum Group Wroughton 

Solar Park Community Benefit Fund Grant to cover the remaining costs of the solar 

panels and other environmental improvements. Early in 2021 we were advised that 

our application has been successful.  

Gift and Legacy - The Gift and Legacy funds are used for legacies and specific 

restricted donations.   

RESERVES POLICY 

The PCC aims to retain sufficient for at least 3 months of salaries and utilities, 12 

months insurance and an emergency repairs contingency. This translates to a general 

unrestricted reserve of £8,000, a church hall reserve of £3,000, a churchyard reserve 

of £6,000 and a buildings reserve of £15,000.  

Reserves held at 31 December 2020 were £215,708 of which £79,479 are held as 

restricted funds. Designated funds total £121,738 of which £5,920 can only be 

realised by disposing of tangible fixed assets. Unrestricted funds total £14,576.  
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Comparing our actual reserves to the policy we have £14,576 in unrestricted which 

is in excess of the required level,  the designated church hall fund is £806 which is 

below the required level, designated churchyard fund is £10,361 which is above the 

required level, and designated buildings fund (excluding the value of fixed assets) is 

£62,497 which is above the required level.  

Repairs to the Georgian box tombs and remedial works to the subsidence are 

required in the churchyard. Completion of the quinquennial repairs and other works 

on the church and reroofing the church hall are also anticipated in the next two 

years.  

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 

The PCC reviews its financial management procedures from time to time. They 

were last reviewed in November 2019.   

 

Plans for 2021 

The PCC’s priorities for 2021 are: 

a) Discern the direction that God wants us to take as a church; through prayer 

and reflection and by consulting with church members and key stakeholders 

about their hopes for the future. 

b) Review our strategy for engaging with and growing younger generations of 

Christians. 

c) Continue to develop opportunities in Wichelstowe to establish an active 

Christian presence in the new schools and community.  

d) Explore how the digital and telephone channels that were started during the 

pandemic can help us to enrich and develop what we do.  

e) Act on our PCC resolution declaring a climate emergency by working 

towards the Eco Church Silver award. 

Major repairs are also proposed to the church hall roof during 2021.   

 

Approved by the Parochial Church Council on 27th April 2021 and signed on its 

behalf by the Revd Dr Phill Harrison (PCC Chairman). 
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Wroughton and Wichelstowe Parochial 
Church Council 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES  

For the year ending 31 December 2020 

 Note Unrestricted Funds Restricted 

Funds 

Total Total 

General Designated 2020 2019 

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS FROM:     
Donations and legacies 2(a)     116,911             364       30,764     148,039     175,431  

Income from charitable activi-

ties 

2(b)       12,022                  -             85       12,107       20,551  

Other trading activities 2(c)               -           9,767               -        9,767       15,049  

Investments 2(d)             34             704             33           772        1,356  

Other income                -                  -               -               -               -  

Total Income     128,968         10,835       30,882     170,685     212,387  

            

EXPENDITURE ON:       
Raising funds 3(a)               6                  -               -              6           626  

Expenditure on charitable 

activities 

3(b)     120,486         89,768       16,160     226,414     187,240  

Other expenditure                -                  -               -               -               -  

Total Expenditure      120,492         89,768       16,160     226,420     187,866  

          

Net Incoming (Outgoing) 

Resources 

         8,476  -      78,933       14,722  -    55,735       24,521  

Transfers between funds        

In 

               -           6,000               -        6,000       24,814  

Out  -       6,000                  -               -  -     6,000  -    24,814  

          2,476  -      72,933       14,722  -    55,735       24,521  

Gains and losses on invest-

ment assets 

               -                  -               -               -               -  

      
Gains and losses on assets for 

own use 

               -                  -               -               -               -  

      
Net movement in funds          2,476  -      72,933       14,722  -    55,735       24,521  

Balance brought forward at  

01/01/2020 

       12,100       194,585       64,757     271,443     246,922  

           

Balance carried forward at 

31/12/2020 

       14,576       121,652       79,479     215,708     271,443  
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER 2020 

Approved by the Parochial Church Council on 27h April 2021 and signed on its be-

half by the Revd Dr Phill Harrison (PCC Chairman). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The notes on pages 17 to 25 form part of these accounts. 

 Note  Unrestricted Funds Restricted 

Funds  

Total Total 

General 

fund 

Designated 

Funds 

2020 2019 

Fixed Assets       
Tangible Assets 6               -           5,920               -        5,920        5,920  

Current Assets       
Debtors 7         7,650                 8         8,599       16,257       11,627  

Short Term Deposits          8,122       163,992       10,438     182,551     181,779  

Cash at bank and in hand          3,295  -      47,533       63,433       19,194       75,861  

Total Current Assets         19,067       116,466       82,469     218,002     269,268  

Liabilities       
Amounts falling due within 

one year 

8a         4,490             734         2,990        8,214        3,745  

      
Net Current Assets        14,576       115,732       79,479     209,788     265,523  

Liabilities:        
Amounts falling due after 

more than one year 

8b               -                  -               -               -               -  

      
Total Net Assets        14,576       121,652       79,479     215,708     271,443  

Funds 9      
Unrestricted       
General        14,576                  -               -       14,576       12,100  

Designated                -       121,652               -     121,652     194,585  

Restricted                -                  -       79,479       79,479       64,757  

Total Funds        14,576       121,652       79,479     215,708     271,443  
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

1 ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The registered office and nature of the charity’s operations and its principal activities 

are given in the trustees report. 

Basis of preparation 

The accounts (financial statements) have been prepared under the historical cost 

convention with items recognised at cost or transaction value unless otherwise 

stated in the relevant notes to these accounts. The financial statements have been 

prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of 

Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in 

accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic 

of Ireland issued in October 2019, and the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in 

the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) and the Charities Act 2011. 

The financial statements have been prepared to give a ‘true and fair’ view and have 

departed from the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 only to the 

extent required to provide a ‘true and fair view’. This departure has involved 

following the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended 

Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the 

Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland issued in 

October 2019 rather than the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of 

Recommended Practice effective from 1 April 2005 which has since been withdrawn. 

The trust constitutes a public benefit entity as defined by FRS 102. 

The financial statements are prepared in sterling which is the functional currency of 

the charity and rounded to the nearest £0. 

There are no significant areas of judgements  or key sources of estimation 

uncertainty. 

The trustees consider that there are no material uncertainties about the Charity’s 

ability to continue as a going concern.  

Exemption from preparing a cash flow statement 

The charity has taken exemption from preparing a cash flow statement under the 

charities SORP (FRS 102) issued in October 2019, as the charity constitutes a small 

charity. 

Fund accounting 

Unrestricted Funds are income funds which are to be spent on the PCC’s general 

purposes.  Designated funds are general funds set aside by the PCC for use in the 

future. Designated funds remain unrestricted and the PCC will move any surplus to 
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other general funds. Restricted Funds are those where donors have specified their 

use. 

Income 

All income is recognised once the charity has entitlement to the income, there is 

sufficient certainty or receipt and so it is probable that the income will be received, 

and the amount of income receivable can be measured reliably. All income is 

accounted for gross. 

For legacies, entitlement is taken as the earlier of, the date on which the charity is 

aware that probate has been granted, the estate has been finalised and notification 

has been made by the executor(s) to the Trust that a distribution will be made; or 

when a distribution is received from the estate. 

Receipt of a legacy, in whole or in part, is only considered probable when the 

amount can be measured reliably and the charity has been notified of the executor’s 

intention to make a distribution. Where legacies have been notified to the charity, or 

the charity is aware of the granting of probate, and the criteria for income 

recognition have not been met, then the legacy is treated as a contingent asset and 

disclosed if material. 

Income from government and other grants are recognised at fair value when the 

charity has entitlement after any performance conditions have been met, it is 

probable that the income will be received, and the amount can be measured reliably. 

If entitlement is not met then these amounts are deferred. 

Expenditure 

Liabilities are recognised as expenditure as soon as there is a legal or constructive 

obligation committing the charity to that expenditure, it is probable that settlement 

will be required and the amount of the obligation can be measured reliably. All 

expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis. All expenses, including support 

costs and governance costs, are allocated or apportioned to the applicable 

expenditure headings in the statement of financial activities. Irrecoverable VAT is 

charged against the expenditure heading for which it was incurred. 

Grants and donations are accounted for when paid over, or when awarded, if that 

award creates a binding obligation on the PCC.  

Fixed Assets 

Consecrated land and buildings and movable church furnishings 

Consecrated and beneficed property is not included in the accounts in accordance 

with s.10(2)(c) of the Charities Act 2011. 

Movable church furnishings held by the Vicar and Churchwardens on special trust 

for the PCC and which require a faculty for disposal are inalienable property, listed 
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in the church’s inventory which can be inspected at any reasonable time. All 

expenditure incurred during the year on consecrated or beneficed buildings and 

movable church furnishings, whether maintenance or improvement, is written off. 

Other land and buildings 

Other land and buildings held on behalf of the PCC for its own purposes is valued at 

historic cost. The buildings are subject to regular inspection and repair and are 

therefore considered to have an indefinite life. No depreciation is therefore charged 

against such properties but any expenditure on maintenance or improvement is 

written off as incurred.  

Other fixtures, fittings and office equipment 

Equipment used within church premises is depreciated on a straight line basis over 5 

years. Individual items of equipment with a purchase price of £1,000 or less are 

written off when the asset is acquired.  

Current assets 

Amounts owing to the PCC at 31st December in respect of fees, rents or other 

income are shown as debtors less any provision for amounts that may prove 

uncollectable. 

Short term deposits include cash held on deposit either with CBF Church of England 

Funds or at the bank 

Current liabilities 

Creditors are recognised where the charity has a present obligation resulting from a 

past event that will probably result in the transfer of funds to a third party and the 

amount due to settle the obligation can be measured or estimated reliably. Creditors 

are normally recognised at their settlement amount after allowing for any trade 

discounts due. 

Pensions 

Employees of the charity are entitled to join a defined contribution scheme. The 

Church’s contribution is restricted to the contributions disclosed in note 4. 

Contributions of £47 were payable at the year end. 

Legal status 

The PCC is a body corporate with perpetual succession without a seal established 

under section 3 of the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956. Its 

governing documents are Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956. (as 

amended) and the Church Representation Rules (Schedule 3 to the Synodical 

Government Measure 1969 (as amended)).  
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2 INCOME 

 Unrestricted Funds Restricted 

Funds 

Total Total 

General Designated 2020 2019 

2(a) Donations and Legacies 

Planned Giving:      
 - Gift Aid donations        67,925                 -              325       68,250       64,687  

 - Income Tax recoverable        17,744                 -               40       17,785       18,762  

 - Other planned giving        25,664                 -                  -       25,664       25,717  

 Collections (open plate)          3,026                 -                  -         3,026         9,170  

 Gift Days            738                 -                  -           738             85  

 Sundry Donations          1,618            200         11,328       13,146       44,780  

 Grants            196            164         19,071       19,431         7,229  

 Legacies                 -                 -                  -               -         5,000  

     116,911            364         30,764     148,039     175,431  

 2(b)  Income from Church Activities   

 Bookstall etc.                 -                 -                  -               -           319  

 Trips outings etc.                 -                 -                  -               -         1,223  

 Statutory Fees        10,930                 -                  -       10,930       13,269  

 Other income from use of church 

facilities  

        1,092                 -               85         1,177         5,740  

     

       12,022                 -               85       12,107       20,551  

 2(c) Other trading income  

 Fundraising                 -                 -                  -               -               -  

 Church Hall Lettings                 -          9,767                  -         9,767       15,049  

                -          9,767                  -         9,767       15,049  

 2(d) Income from Investments   
 Dividends and interest including any 

reclaimed tax  

            34            704               33           772         1,356  

     

             34            704               33           772         1,356  

 2(e) Other income            
 Other income                 -                   -               -               -  

 TOTAL INCOME      128,968        10,835         30,882     170,685     212,387  

 Previous year      138,354        22,985         51,047     212,387    

Government Grant Income 

Included in ‘Grants’ is government grant income totalling £360 for Coronavirus Job 

Retention Scheme grant and £8,058.55 for the Listed Places of Worship scheme grant. 

There were no unfulfilled conditions and other contingencies attached to any of the grants 

that have been recognised in income. 
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3 EXPENDITURE 

 Unrestricted Funds Restricted 

Funds 

Total Total 

General Designated 2020 2019 

 3(a) Expenditure on raising funds  

 Cost of fund-raising                 -                 -                  -               -               -  

 Stewardship costs                6                 -                  -               6           626  

               6                 -                  -               6           626  

3(b) Expenditure on Church Activities 

Missionary and charitable giving   

Church Overseas      
 - missionary societies          2,310                 -                  -         2,310         2,135  

 - relief and development          1,125                 -                  -         1,125         1,225  

 - home missions etc          1,125                 -                  -         1,125         1,000  

 - secular charities etc                 -                 -                  -               -               -  

 Ministry: - Diocesan Share        90,000                 -                  -       90,000       95,000  

 - Clergy Expenses          1,847                 -                  -         1,847         2,330  

 Church running expenses          7,553            299              534         8,386         9,183  

 Church maintenance                 -        56,353           3,543       59,896       15,696  

 Upkeep of services          1,464                 -                  -         1,464         3,351  

 Churchyard                 -          5,069         11,738       16,807       11,989  

 Expenditure on bookstall etc.                 -                 -                  -               -           300  

 Expenditure on trips etc.                 -                 -                  -               -           906  

 Church Hall running costs                 -        26,720              200       26,920       24,454  

 Salaries        10,851                 -               60       10,911       13,840  

 Youth and children’s work            497                 -                  -           497           591  

 Training                 -                 -                  -               -               -  

 Mission            194                 -                  -           194         1,086  

 Support costs       
 Printing & Stationery            562                 -                  -           562         1,048  

 Postage & telephone            535                 -                  -           535           367  

 Office equipment            627          1,007                  -         1,634           852  

 Bank charges            348                 -                  -           348           466  

 Other support costs            462            320               85           867           483  

 Governance costs       
 Independent examination            986                 -                  -           986           939  

 Other                 -                 -                  -               -               -  

     120,486        89,768         16,160     226,414     187,240  

 TOTAL EXPENDITUE      120,492        89,768         16,160     226,420     187,866  

 Previous year      131,195        46,733           9,937     187,866    
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The church hall was purchased from the diocese in 1964 under a trust deed which 

includes a clause allowing the seller to buy back the hall at cost in the event of a sale 

by the PCC.  It is considered highly unlikely that they would exercise this option; 

nevertheless the church hall is valued in the accounts at historic cost.   

The PCC employs on a parish administrator, a sexton to maintain the churchyard, 

and a church hall cleaner (all part time). Vergers, clerks and organists are also 

employed on a casual basis for weddings and funerals. The average number of 

employees during the year was six (2019 seven).  

5. RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS 

Payments to PCC Members 

No trustees received any remuneration or were reimbursed expenses for their role 

as trustees.  

Donations from PCC Members 

Total donations of £37,674 were received from trustees. These donations were all 

given without conditions. Trustees also donate via church plate collections. These 

amounts are not recorded separately. 

4. STAFF COSTS 

6. FIXED ASSETS 

 Freehold Land and 

Building 

Total 

   

Church Hall     

Cost at 01:01:2020 5,920  5920  

Cost at 31:12:2020   5,920   5,920 

   5,920   5,920 

 2020 2019 

Wages and Salaries               22,494                 25,225  

Social Security Costs -                     1                         -  

Pension costs                   120                         -  

               22,614                 25,225  
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8.  LIABILITIES (FALLING DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR) 

Deferred income represents income received in advance for post year-end events. 

7. DEBTORS 

9. FUNDS 

 2020 2019 

Prepayments and accrued interest                   162                     720  

Other debtors               16,094                 10,907  

               16,257                 11,627  

 2020 2019 

Deferred income                 1,982                     200  

Accruals of utility and other costs                 6,232                   3,545  

                 8,214                   3,745  

 Balance Income Expenditure Transfers Balance 

 01/01/2020    31/12/2020 

Unrestricted Funds      

General Fund         12,100         128,968            120,492  -         6,000          14,576  

Church Hall           6,003            9,931              16,740                   -  -            806  

Churchyard         10,420                11                5,069            5,000          10,361  

Buildings        125,944               506              58,033                   -          68,417  

Organist Fund         40,332                57                  299            1,000          41,091  

Gift and Legacy         10,547               330                9,626                   -            1,250  

Other designated funds           1,339                  0                      -                   -            1,340  

Grants                  -                   -                      -                   -                   -  

Sub Total       206,685        139,803            210,260                   -        136,229  

Restricted Funds           

Church Hall                  -                   -                      -                   -                   -  

Churchyard              465          11,059              11,738                   -  -            213  

Buildings         59,378          19,170                3,152                   -          75,396  

Gift and Legacy           1,383               556                1,126                   -               813  

Other restricted funds           3,531                97                  145                   -            3,483  

Grants                  -                   -                      -                   -                   -  

Sub Total         64,757          30,882              16,160                   -          79,479  

           

Total       271,443        170,685            226,420                   -        215,708  
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The buildings funds contain funds for the maintenance and/or improvements of the 

church and/or church hall. The gift and legacy funds are used to monitor small one-

off donations. Donations for the churchyard, fabric and church hall are allocated to 

the appropriate funds. The other funds are small funds associated with various 

church activities including the bellringers and the choir.  

Transfers have been made from the general fund to the churchyard and organist 

funds as part of the plan to provide for maintenance of churchyard and organ re-

spectively. More details are given in the financial review on pages 12 to 14.  

The comparative figures for 2019 are set out below 

 Balance Income Expenditure Transfers Balance 

 01/01/2019    31/12/2019 

Unrestricted Funds      

General Fund         13,441         138,354            131,195  -         8,500          12,100  

Church Hall         15,408          15,049              24,454                   -            6,003  

Churchyard           9,902                19                4,501            5,000          10,420  

Buildings        125,686            5,874              15,616          10,000         125,944  

Organist Fund         36,731               101                      -            3,500          40,332  

Gift and Legacy         20,372               588                  414  -       10,000          10,547  

Other designated funds           1,734            1,354                1,749                   -            1,339  

Grants                  -                   -                      -                   -                   -  

Sub Total       223,275        161,339            177,929                   -        206,685  

Restricted Funds           

Church Hall                  -                   -                      -                   -                   -  

Churchyard              165            7,254                7,488               535               465  

Buildings         12,902          40,777                    80            5,779          59,378  

Gift and Legacy           7,260            2,011                1,574  -         6,314            1,383  

Other restricted funds           3,320            1,005                  795                   -            3,531  

Grants                  -                   -                      -                   -                   -  

Sub Total         23,647          51,047               9,937                   -          64,757  

           

Total       246,922        212,387            187,866                   -        271,443  
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10.  ANALYSIS OF NET ASSETS 

11. FINANCIAL RISK MANAGEMENT 

The charity has minimal exposure to customer credit risk, liquidity risk and market 

risk. Please refer to the financial management section of the trustees annual report 

on page 12 or information on how risks are managed. The charity does not have any 

non basic financial instruments. 

The comparative figures for 2019 are set out below 

 Unrestricted 

Funds 

Restricted 

Funds 

Endowment 

Funds 

Total Total 

 2019 2018 

Fixed Assets for Church use 5,920 0 0 5,920 5,920 

Current Assets 204,456 64,811 0 269,268 245,448 

Current Liabilities -3,691 -54 0 -3,745 -4,446 

          

Fund Balance 206,685 64,757 0 271,443 246,922 

 Unrestricted 

Funds 

Restricted 

Funds 

Endowment 

Funds 

Total Total 

 2020 2019 

Fixed Assets for Church use 5,920 0 0 5,920 5,920 

Current Assets 135,533 82,469 0 218,002 269,268 

Current Liabilities -5,224 -2,990 0 -8,214 -3,745 

          

Fund Balance 136,229 79,479 0 215,708 271,443 
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER’S REPORT TO THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH 
COUNCIL OF WROUGHTON AND WICHELSTOWE.  

I report to the charity trustees on my examination of the accounts of the charity for 

the year ended 31 December 2020 set out on pages 15 to 25.  

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

As the charity’s trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in 

accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act’).   

It is my responsibility to: 

• examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act,  

• to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the 

Charity Commission (under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act, and  

• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of independent examiner’s report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the 

Charity Commission.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records 

kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  

It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, 

and seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters. The 

procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an 

audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 

‘true and fair’ view and the report is limited to those matters set out in the 

statement below. 

Independent examiner’s statement 

In connection with my examination, no material matters have come to my attention 

which gives me cause to believe that in, any material respect: 

• the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the 

Charities Act; or  

• the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or 

• the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the 

form and content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) 

Regulations 2008 other than any requirement that the accounts give a ‘true 

and fair’ view which is not a matter considered as part of an independent 

examination. 
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I have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which 

attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding 

of the accounts to be reached. 

 

 

 

 

S G Fraser FCA 

MHA Monahans, Chartered Accountants, 38-42 Newport Street, Swindon,  

Wiltshire. SN1 3DR  
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