
PARISH AND TOWN CLERKS FORUM 
 

THURSDAY, 21 OCTOBER 2021 
 
Parish/Town Clerks: Mr Andy Reeves (Central Swindon North), Mr Jake Mee (Central 
Swindon South), Ms Nina Hempstock (Chiseldon), Ms Laura Evans (Covingham and 
Liddington), Ms Georgina Morgan-Denn (Haydon Wick), Mrs Deanne Rose (Highworth), Mr 
Kevin Morgan (South Marston), Ms Emma Sylvester (St Andrews), Mrs Angela Raymond 
(Wanborough), Mrs Paula Harrison (West Swindon) and Ms Emma Freemantle (Wroughton). 
  
Borough Council Representatives: Councillor Vinay Manro (Cabinet Member for 
Organisational Excellence), Ms Sam Mowbray (Chief Operating Officer) (Chair), Dr Douglas 
Campbell (senior Committee Clerk) and Mrs Vicki Yull (Committee Officer). 
 
8.   Minutes 

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd July 2021 were received and noted. 
 
9.   WDM - Demonstration 

 
The Forum noted that Mr Brian Pinchbeck (Director of Operations) was not presently able 
to provide this demonstration and that the item was therefore being deferred to the next 
meeting.  
 
For the benefit of those who had not been present at previous meetings when this matter 
had been discussed, the Chair explained that WDM are providing a highways asset 
maintenance system which will allow users to plot and report issues such as potholes or 
non-working streetlights, and it is expected that it will be used for reporting fly-tipping 
online as well. 
 
10.   Issues from Parish and Town Councils 

 
The Forum considered the following matters which had been submitted for discussion prior 
to the meeting. 
 
Community Governance Review (CGR) update 
 
The Chair thanked those parishes that had submitted representations regarding the review. 
She confirmed that this matter was due to be discussed by the Corporate Governance 
Review Working Group at its meeting on 2nd November 2021 at which point the Council’s 
recommendations will be formulated and agreed. The outcome will be circulated to all 
parishes for information shortly thereafter. 
 
During discussion the following points were raised: 

 The resource requirements anticipated for the CGR and the lack of resources 
currently available for reviewing the parish deeds.  

 The opportunities presented to undertake the review of the parish deeds alongside 
the CGR, to help with timings and resources issues and to involve parishes that may 
be indirectly affected by the CGR. The Chair undertook to feed this back to the 



Corporate Governance Review Working Group.  
 
Parish Deeds / S101 Update 
 
The Chair advised that she had spoken to the Chief Legal Officer regarding this issue and 
that a letter will be sent within the next three weeks to those parishes with deeds to seek 
confirmation on whether they want to enact the break clause (since three months’ notice is 
required to do so). The letter will also request feedback on whether there are any changes 
to the deed that the parish would like to make.  
 
The Chair then highlighted that individual slots will be offered to parishes to discuss these 
matters (rather then group events being hosted), and it would be helpful if issues had been 
submitted prior to those so that the correct officers can be present.  
 
During discussion the following points were raised: 

 The mutual benefit to both the parishes and the Borough Council of reviewing the 
deeds.  

 How parish boundaries may be affected as a result of the CGR, which in turn will 
affect the deeds and services that the parishes can provide. 

 That parishes will be given a month to consider this matter and submit their 
responses following receipt of the letter. 

 
Revised Parish Protocol 
 
The Forum noted that the Swindon Local Council’s Forum (formerly the Swindon Area Sub-
Committee) had produced a revised Parish Protocol which had been formally sent to the 
Borough Council for consideration. 
 
The Chair acknowledged that there is a need to improve the working relationship between 
the Borough and parish councils but that there are political and communication difficulties 
which need to be addressed before this document can be agreed. Once Councillor Manro 
(as the Cabinet Member with portfolio responsibility for the parishes) has done some 
further work on this matter, a response will be sent to the Swindon Local Council’s Forum.  
 
At the invitation of the Chair, the following matters were raised and discussed at the 
meeting: 

 The staffing structure at SBC, which will be circulated to clerks subsequent to the 
meeting. 

 The large number of planning applications that Haydon Wick Parish Council had 
been asked to comment on recently, all of which had short deadlines for responses 
and had not been staggered (which would have helped the workload of the parish 
councillors reviewing them). The Chair undertook to feed this back to the Director 
of Strategic Development and Growth. 

 The plans to get the CIL / S106 funding backlog back on track. The Chair undertook 
to raise this as an issue with the Director of Strategic Development and Growth. 

 
11.   Date of Next Meeting 

 
The Committee noted the proposed dates as follows: 



 
25th January 2022 
26th April 2022 
28th July 2022 
24th October 2022 
 
It was agreed that the date in January would be moved to later in the year, given that there 
will be a Parish Chairs / Clerks Engagement Meeting taking place on 7th December 2021.  
 
It was also agreed that the meetings would continue to take place via Microsoft Teams at 
12.45pm, with a view to looking at the possibilities of hosting a hybrid meeting in the 
future. 
 
 


