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Tablet Review for The Grounds Team 
  

1.0 Introduction  
 
1.1 The Grounds team currently use a Galaxy tablet and the contract is held with Vodafone came to 

an end on the 23/01/2022. The price that is currently paid is £22.51 excluding VAT which was for 
a 24-month contract. They have become more reliant on digital services as they use iAuditor to 
undertake playground inspections and they also have been using to take videos, photos and to 
access their email. However, the Grounds Team have always found this difficult to use and more 
recently it’s become increasingly slow. 
 

2.0 Report Details 
 
2.1 The Grounds Team manager has advised that the team would like to use an iPad Air as it is much 

more user friendly for all four members of staff. The device will need to be used by all staff at 
some point throughout each working week and all need to be confident with the workings. The 
iPad Air will also be compatible with the current software that they use which is iAuditor. 
 

2.2 The Clerical & Communications Assistant contacted Vodafone and was offered a 12-month sim 
only plan for the current Galaxy tablet which includes 5GB of data at £10.00 per month excluding 
VAT.  
2.2.1 Appendix A 
 

2.3 Vodafone also offered of an iPad Air which would normally be £37.83 excluding VAT but with the 
20% loyalty discount it would be £30.66 excluding VAT with £41.67 excluding VAT upfront fee. 
2.3.1 Appendix B 
 

2.4 The Clerical and Communications Assistant looked at comparable business contract costs on the 
internet from 02 and BT. O2 offers 5GB data at £35.00 per month, £20.00 upfront fee. Prices 
exclude VAT 
2.4.1 Appendix C 
 
BT offers 50GB of data at £35.00 per month with £50.00 one off cost. Prices exclude VAT 
2.4.2 Appendix D 
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3.0 Recommendations 
 
3.1 As the grounds team become increasing reliant on digital technology there is a greater need for 

them to have a device which is more user friendly and reliable. The recommendation is to 
approve expenditure for an iPad Air but with the existing provider Vodafone. This does appear to 
be the cheapest option with the 20% loyalty discount, however the deal was only available on 
that day (13/01/2022), approval is required for a similar budget as at 2.3 above. 
 

3.2 In addition, the upfront fee (which on the day was quoted £41.67) would also need to be 
approved as well as added insurance (not listed). The insurance should be included in this 
contract as this a more expensive device. With that option included it is estimated that a total 
amount should not exceed £42.00 per month excluding VAT.  
 

3.3 From the website signalchecker.co.uk, the 4G signal strength for Vodafone at their current 
premises of Maunsell Way Pavilion (SN4 9JF) appears to be good. The Grounds team should not 
need more than 5GB per month based on mobile data usage from current and previous bills. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 
  


