
 
 
11/02/2022 
Councillor Cathy Martyn CMartyn2@swindon.gov.uk 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
FW: Reinstatement/ improvement of the island in the mouth of The Pitchens 
 
Hi John & Emma, 
 
Please see the email below. Dan rang this evening to advise that AWS has a budget for this type of 
work and they are prepared to fund it. However, they need someone to actually carry it out. I think 
(hope) Wroughton Parish Council comes round periodically to trim back the roses and strim the grass 
which was around them. Would you be prepared to carry out the work to replant eg: 3 rose bushes 
and returf around them? It might also need a few bags of top soil to get the roses off to a good start. 
If they need watering in the summer and we get particularly hot weather, then I’d be happy to take a 
can of water up each evening to keep them watered on days that the grounds team can’t get there or 
aren’t in (eg: W/Es) 
 
I’ve cc’d Dan from TFA. I hope this is something WPC would be able to facilitate and bring the mouth 
of The Pitchens, not just back to how it was before the first road closure some months ago, but 
potentially looking even better. Please let me know. Thanks very much. 
 
Cathy 
 
Councillor Cathy Martyn 
Cabinet Member for Housing & Public Safety 
Wroughton & Wichelstowe Ward 
Swindon Borough Council 
Pronouns - she/ her 
 
Mobile: 07770 755349 
Tel: 01793 813615 
 
 
 
From: Swindon Borough Council  
Sent: 10 February 2022 18:21 
To: Councillor Cathy Martyn  
Subject: Update on your members online request: Muller Vehicle Wroughton 
 
 

 

Dear Cathy Martyn, 

Case reference number: MHG015032 

 

mailto:CMartyn2@swindon.gov.uk
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/my_account


We have updated your members online request with the following message: 

 

From: Councillor Cathy Martyn  

Sent: 10 February 2022 14:31 

To: Dan Angell  

Cc: Members Hotline ; Ryan Dowling ; Councillor David Martyn ; Councillor Brian 

Ford ; Vic Angell ; robert.buckland.mp@parliament.uk 

Subject: Reinstatement of the island in the mouth of The Pitchens, Wroughton 

 

Hi Dan 

 

The island in the mouth of The Pitchens was never reinstated after various HGVs 

drove over it following the 1st road closure some months ago (this is the 3rd closure 

we’re currently experiencing). The current works on Marlborough Rd and in the 

mouth of The Pitchens mean it looks worse than ever – please see photo attached 

taken 31st Jan 2022. It could do with the original rose bushes being removed and 

replanted with new, as they’ve had materials sat on them etc. Conlon advise they 

will do as they’re instructed but obviously they didn’t cause the original damage, so 

reinstatement by Conlon won’t take it back to how it looked prior to the 1st road 

closure. 

 

I am asking whether reinstating it and replanting with new roses is something which 

AWS would consider funding? I absolutely accept that it was damaged before these 

works started, but it’s definitely worse now than it was before the closure, as it’s 

had various equipment & materials sat on it whilst works are being carried out. It’s 

not a large island, and at least there would be some benefit to residents if this work 

could be funded and carried out before Conlon leaves and the road is reopened. 

 

The mouth of The Pitchens is specifically mentioned in Wroughton Conservation 

mailto:robert.buckland.mp@parliament.uk


Area Appraisal at P15-17 (if you google it will come up). It states: 

 

Open spaces: The three significant open spaces in the conservation area are the car 

park in front of Swan House, the wide junction of The Pitchens and Bakers Lane, 

and the Moat Pond area. ….. The second is a good spot from which to view some of 

the area’s characteristic features: a thatched cottage, the stream, an early 19th 

century villa (Woodham House), late 19th century red brick building, a narrow lane, 

natural stone walls and green hedges. 

 

You can see from the photo that it’s not a huge island. The photo is taken from the 

pavement on Marlborough Rd looking into The Pitchens and you can see one of the 

natural stone walls and one of the hedges. It would improve the look of the area if 

the island could be reinstated and replanted so it looks better than before. It 

appeared to be about 3 rose bushes with small roses surrounded by topsoil & grass. 

David Austin roses are a grower of old English, fragrant, shrub roses and they are 

available from most garden centres. I think the island is usually maintained by 

Wroughton Parish Council. The island may be small, but it’s important because it’s 

an integral part of the conservation area, looking into, and out of, one of the oldest 

parts of the village. 

 

Dan, accepting that the contractors are not responsible for the vast majority of the 

damage, would AWS be willing to fund the works to improve the island as a 

goodwill gesture? 

 

Thankyou. 

 

Cathy 

 

Councillor Cathy Martyn 

Cabinet Member for Housing & Public Safety 

Wroughton & Wichelstowe Ward 



Swindon Borough Council 

Pronouns - she/ her 

 

Mobile: 07770 755349 

Tel: 01793 813615 

 

You can also view and respond to the update on your case timeline. You will be 

asked to sign into your My Account first. 

View your case timeline 

Kind regards, 

Swindon Borough Council 

 

 

 
 

https://myaccount.swindon.gov.uk/q/case/MHG015032/timeline

