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Emma Freemantle

From: Emma Freemantle
Sent: 31 May 2022 15:01
To: Emma Freemantle
Subject: FW: Complaint - hedge cutting and destruction of wild flowers
Attachments: Snip-it_1652568747980.jpg

From:
Sent: 27 May 2022 12:09 
To: Emma Freemantle <clerk@wroughton.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: Complaint - hedge cutting and destruction of wild flowers 

Dear Emma,

I am sorry that my email came over as 'adversarial'.  I have reread it and agree that, had I saved it into drafts overnight 
and revisited it, I might well have 'toned it down' a bit.  It is never a good idea to send an email when one is angry. I was 
just so shocked and upset to see the hedge being reduced in height at this time of year.

At the time, I was sure the contractor carrying out the work said he had permission from Wroughton Parish Council, but 
clearly this is not right. If anybody gave permission, it would have been Swindon Borough. Cathy Martin, whom I 
contacted originally to try to get the fallen tree removed, has made enquiries about this.  She received no clear answer 
and I have suggested to her that we let the matter lie now. 

I do recall our discussion about the Pitchens at the last Fauna and Flora Meeting. The fact that you informed the meeting 
that the area by the stream would continue to be strimmed does not mean that I agreed with this decision, as I made clear 
at the time.  When I walked along the stream on 21st May, I saw that the wild flowers had grown again and the area was 
looking particularly beautiful, buzzing with pollinators and even ladybirds!  Please, could we consider a compromise 
here?  Might strimming of this area be ceased until, say, end of July? If so, I'll arrange to have some plaques made 
explaining the varieties of wild flowers and insects that can be found here.  Would you consider walking along the stream 
to have a look with me, some time soon?

While I was there, several groups of people were walking along and I asked each of them what they thought about 
allowing the wildflowers to grow.   Without exception, they commented positively.  Yesterday, a friend rang me in distress 
that the bank near the old pub in Priors Hill, which had also been full of lovely flowers, has just been strimmed down, 
leaving an ugly mess of dead and dying plants. This friend said she thought there was a 'Biodiversity Trial' sign on that 
bank. 

Thank you for saying you will bring my concerns to the Open Spaces Committee on 7 June, although I see no purpose in 
their discussing the hedge behind St Andrews Court now.  Perhaps you might bring to their attention these pieces of 
headline environmental news in the past fortnight:

 Climate scientists now accept that we have only about 3 - 5 years to make the radical changes necessary if there 
is a to be a habitable planet for humanity and other species by the end of this century!

 "The survival of UK bumblebees is dependent on the protection of habitats across urban and rural areas.....one 
third of the UK's 24 species are listed as of conservation concern."  
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 A report by Butterfly Conservation warns that 24 of 58 species may soon disappear from our 
shores.



 UK's flying insects have declined by 60% in 20 years.

This is why, while I applaud the steps that Wroughton Council has taken, I believe there's a need to take faster and more 
radical action - especially greatly reducing use of strimmers!  See the attached image from Greenpiece.

I could not visit you in the Ellendune Community Centre because I've been pretty poorly with Covid. (I missed 3 'Step Out 
Swindon' walks).  I hope to call in soon.

Kind regards,

Elspeth 

On 17/05/2022 14:14, Emma Freemantle wrote: 
Dear Elspeth

Thank you for your email.  With regard to the hedge cutting you refer to, Wroughton Parish Council 
have no knowledge of this activity and no permission from by any resident of tradesman us has been 
sought.  The hedge is owned by Swindon Borough Council and not within WPC’s remit.  

I am disappointed that your email is adversarial in the first instance as we are doing our best to 
introduce new initiatives and ways of working here at Wroughton Parish Council.  A simple phone call to 
the office or visiting when you are in the Ellendune Community Centre on Thursday for your Step Out 
Swindon session would have allowed us to address some of these concerns immediately.  I am happy 
that we are making some progress and trying new initiatives including our extended wildflower planting 
site and biodiversity trial areas around Wroughton which have largely generated positive feedback from 
residents.

Our Tree Planting initiative to introduce 1000 saplings earlier this year was very successful and we are 
looking to introduce more native species as part our planting scheme at the Secret Garden, Boness Road 
later this year.

With regard to The Pitchens, we have left the area you speak of to grow before but were inundated 
with resident complaints. This was discussed by the Flora and Fauna Working party which you attended 
and we agreed that we would still continue to cut this area back.

The Flora and Fauna Working Party also recommended that daffodil areas should not be cut for at least 
6 weeks after flowering as per the Royal Horticultural Society guidance. This decision was endorsed by 
our Full Council and our daffodil areas are not being cut for 6 weeks after flowering as agreed.  From my 
office I can see that the patch next to the zebra crossing on the high street has not yet been cut and no 
daffodils at any of our other sites have yet been touched.

I have added your correspondence below to the next Open Spaces Committee meeting on 07 June for 
members to note and discuss further if they wish. 

Kind Regards, 

Emma Freemantle 
Clerk to the Council
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From:
Sent: 13 May 2022 14:26 
To: Emma Freemantle <clerk@wroughton.gov.uk>
Cc: Amanda Woodhead <projects@wroughton.gov.uk>
Subject: Complaint - hedge cutting and destruction of wild flowers

Dear Emma,

As I write this, I am hearing the terrible sound of a chain saw, as a contractor on a ladder is cutting the 
top off the high hedge behind St Andrews Court.  As far as I can see, he is removing some 2 - 3 metres 
from the height of the hedge, along quite a length.  Branches full of blossom are tumbling to the ground. 
The workman tells me he has been hired privately to do the job by a resident in Berkeley Close, but is 
acting with permission of Wroughton Parish Council.

That you should even consider giving permission to use a chain saw on a hedge in mid-May - the height 
of the bird nesting season -  is beyond me.  I am sure there are birds' nesting in this hedge, as I have 
been watching the parents flying in and out and feeding their fledglings on the path and grass beneath 
my lounge window.  It is all very well for contractors to say that they check for bird nests and would stop if 
they found one, but by then the damage has probably been done. The mere sound of a power saw will 
scare adult birds off their nest and eggs, and then baby birds may become chilled and die.  Moreover, the 
hedge at this time of year is particularly beautiful and full of insects: pollinators visiting the blossom.

I understand that this hedge was adversely impacting on gardens at the back, so accept it may well have 
needed some of its height reducing, but why wasn't this done in the winter?

I also wish to complain, once again, about the totally unnecessary destruction of Spring flowers in the 
Pitchens, between the railings and the stream. These were slashed to the ground some 3 weeks ago, 
just as they were about to grow and come into bloom. There are numerous species here, such as cow 
parsley, ragged robin, celandine, buttercup, comfrey, dock, sorrel, nettles, dandelion, daisy, clover, bird's 
food trefoil, Queen Anne's lace, ox-eye daisy, milkweed (?) and red campion, which attract many different 
pollinators. Leaving these wild plants to grow between April and July would inconvenience no one - they 
are well back from the path  - and would provide excellent habitat for wildlife, as well as being very 
beautiful.  What is the point of leaving patches of grass uncut, as in St Andrews Close, in the interests of 
a "biodiversity trial', when at the same time destroying one of the best patches of ground, small though it 
is, that Wroughton has for biodiversity? 

I have not been out for a while (I've had Covid), but when I walk around the village again I'll be 'stealing 
myself' for the likelihood that the lovely cow parsley among the daffodils growing by the pond and outside 
the Ellendune Centre will also have been strimmed to the ground, in its prime, as happened last year. 

While I am grateful for the projects Amanda has initiated, such as the tree planting, I have felt for some 
time that there is no evidence of commitment on the part of the Parish Council, as a body, to managing 
the village in a way that is sustainable and in harmony with nature.  I'm afraid these latest acts of 
environmental damage only serve to confirm my view. 

I hope this letter will be shared with all the councillors, and I await your and their response. 
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Kind regards,

Elspeth 

This email has been scanned for spam & viruses. If you believe this email should have been 
stopped by our filters, click here to report it. 


