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                                                    Agenda Item 11                                
02/08/2022 

Allotment Working Party Report 
  

1.0 Introduction 
 

1.1 There was an Allotment Working Party meeting on 13 July 2022. The maintenance of the 
allotments were highlighted as an issue, the weather conditions during spring consisted of both 
significant rainfall and sunshine which caused an unprecedented amount of growing of both the 
grass and the weeds.  

 
1.2 There has been an increasing number of complaints regarding overgrown plots especially those 

neighbouring vacant or neglected ones. 
 
1.3 The Allotment WP and Grounds Team Manager has discussed a potential solution whereby a 

period of free tenancy can be offered until the next annual invoicing period (April of each year). 
The WP agreed this was a cost effective solution if the Grounds Team were unable to bring the 
allotment plot up to an acceptable standard.  
 

1.4 Allotments are very much in demand and there are still people on the waiting list. 
 
2.0 Report Details 
 
2.1 A photo of allotment photo 113 is attached as appendix A. This plot was heavily overgrown as 

the grounds team did not have the staff or resources to tend to it. The tenant still took on the 
plot back in June 2022 but has requested free rent for the year due to the state of it. Prior to 
taking it on the tenants had to bring it up to an acceptable standard before cultivation.  
 

2.2 Inspections have been carried out and there was a total of 17 plots that have been neglected. It 
is possible that the tenancy will be terminated if they continue not to work or cultivate their plot. 
This would result in significantly more vacant plots which will then need to be strimmed. 
 

2.3 The grounds team recently took on another member of staff on a casual part time basis and 
during July some of the plots are being strimmed so the situation is now improving. The 
Allotments & Administration officer is currently only offering plots out that have been strimmed 
and free of rubbish. 
 

2.4 If the Allotment & Administration Officer has the authority to offer a free period of tenancy they 
should initially liaise with the grounds team to see if they have time to strim or clear it.  
 

2.5 The hand held strimmers can become very difficult to hold after a certain amount of time and 
can be time consuming especially when the plots are completely overgrown. More effective 
machinery such as a brush cutter would be more user friendly and less time consuming. 
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2.6 The Allotment & Administration Officer along with the Grounds Team Manager will review the 
costs to purchase appropriate machinery which would enable the grounds team to manage the 
maintenance of the vacant plots more effectively. This machinery will not be exclusive to the 
allotments and could also be used in other areas of the village including the new Boness Road 
play area. 

3.0 Recommendations 
 

3.1 To offer the plot holders of allotment no.113 free rent until April 2023. 
 
3.2 To delegate authority to the Allotments & Administration Officer to offer a year’s free rent to 

tenants who take on a significantly overgrown plot or a plot which has significant waste on it. 
 
 
 


