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Health Hydro 
Discover the origins of this iconic building which has met the 
health and leisure needs of Swindonians since the 1890s. Just 
turn up for a tour inside the Health Hydro, Milton Road. 

Sat 10tH Sept: 11am – 3.30pm
tours:  start on the hour and half-hour
contact: simon.cowdery@gll.org

Central Community Centre Heritage Festival 
Explore this former hospital and emergency facility for injured 
railway workers. Browse the stalls, meet local organisations 
and learn more about the inventive Victorian residents of the 
Railway Village. 

Sat 10tH Sept: 10am – 4pm 
contact: Helen George at helen@mechanics-trust.org.uk

Railway Village Museum and Village tours
Step back in time and visit a former Great Western Railway 
worker’s cottage. Find out what it was like to live and work in 
a Victorian railway town, marvel at Victorian innovations and 
take a tour of the area with a knowledgeable volunteer. 

Sat 10tH & SUN 11tH Sept: 11am – 3pm
village tours: 11:30am and 1:30pm 
contact: Katie Knowles at katie@mechanics-trust.org.uk

the Bakers
Originally one of four pubs in the Railway Village, and later a 
bakery, this 1846 building is now a community meeting space. 
Pop in to see historical displays about this building  
and the local area. 

Sat 10tH & SUN 11tH Sept: 10am – 4pm 
contact: Helen George at helen@mechanics-trust.org.uk

the Glue pot public House 
The Glue Pot was frequented by GWR workers, who 
kept their glue brushes soft in glue pots in the pub before 
returning to work. Join the landlord for a 30 minute talk on 
the pub’s history and enjoy locally brewed real ale.

Sat 10tH Sept: 11.30am – 11pm · talk: 3.30pm

SUN 11tH Sept: 12pm – 8pm · talk: 3.30pm 
contact: Mark Hepplewhite: on 07468 947757

Heelis tours
Take a tour around the National Trust’s central office, 
Heelis, an award-winning example of innovative, sustainable 
construction. Experience how natural light, fresh air and green 
spaces provide a connection with nature in the work place.
Sat 10tH & FRI 16tH Sept· tours: 10am, 11am, 12pm
book a place:  heelisreception@nationaltrust.org.uk
contact:  Cathy Downes on (01793)817575

Workshed, Carriage Works 
Built in 1876, as part of Brunel’s GWR Works, this building 
was the largest technologically advanced carriage works in 
the country. Here Brunel’s legacy is transformed into a place 
where heritage meets digital and creative.  A self-guided tour 
and videos explain the history of the site and its place as part 
of the GWR Works.  

Sat 10tH & SUN 11tH Sept: 10am – 2pm 
contact: Genna Spiller on 07971 777906
www.theworkshed.co.uk

St Mark’s Church tours
The Anglican Church of St. Mark’s was designed by Sir George 
Gilbert Scott and consecrated in 1845 to serve the people 
of the newly established GWR Railway.  The church offers 
a guided tour of the graveyard and church to explain the 
complex story of Swindon New Town. 

Sat 10tH & SUN 11tH Sept: 2pm 
book a place: Michael Gray at accolon12092@gmail.com
www.swindonnewtown.co.uk/our-churches/s-marks

pattern Church 
The 1897 GWR Pattern Store is open to the public for 
guided tours. Renovated by the Diocese of Bristol 2018–20, 
it’s now home to Pattern Church. See how the building’s 
historic fabric has been restored and given a new lease of life.

Sat 10tH Sept: 10am – 4pm 
tours: on the hour 
contact: hello@patternchurch.org
www.patternchurch.org

Former factory of the Great Western Railway 
tour by Rodbourne Community History Group
This guided tour of the Designer Outlet offers a fascinating 
insight into the history of the GWR factory. Spot hidden 
traces on a walk around the site and relive the personal 
memories of those who ‘worked inside’ the railway works. 
Sat 10tH Sept:10am-12pm 
book a place:  email secretary@rodbournehistory.org or call 
Gordon Shaw on 07766138229 

RaU Swindon – Cultural Heritage Institute
Visit Shed 11 of the former GWR Carriage Works, now 
converted into the Royal Agricultural University’s centre of 
learning, retaining the building’s historical integrity. Displays 
tell the story of the Carriage Works and demonstrations of 
the RAU’s research.

Sat 10tH & SUN 11tH Sept: 11am – 3pm
access: via Bristol Street car park, SN1 5EQ

SteaM – Museum of the Great Western 
Railway: Guided tour 
Located in the heart of what was once one of the largest 
railway engineering complexes in the world. Learn about 
the history of Swindon Works, discover how the town’s 
industrial past influenced art, and hear about incredible 
inventions developed by Brunel’s Great Western Railway.

Wed 14tH Sept: 11am, 12pm and 1:30pm 
contact: steammuseum@swindon.gov.uk
book a place: online booking is essential (limited places) at 
www.steam-museum.org.uk/heritage-open-days  

engine House (Historic england)
The Engine House dates from the 1840s, when it was built 
as the Great Western Railway Chief Mechanical Engineer’s 
and Drawing Office. Now it is home to the Historic England 
Archive. Come and visit our historic building and find out 
about the history of the photography in our collections. 

Sat 10tH Sept: 10am – 3pm 
contact: Aseye Negedu on 07920599613
www. historicengland.org.uk/images-books/archive

prospect place Conservation area tours
Prospect Place provided housing, schools, shops, and churches 
for people working for GWR during the 19th Century. 
The area has a history of non-conformism, artisan trading 
and small-scale manufacturing reflected in the numerous 
architectural styles of the buildings. The trust’s tours include 
academic discourse and anecdotal stories of local people. 

Sat 10tH & SUN 11tH Sept: 11am 
tour meets: Prospect Car Park, Union Row, SN1 3LJ  
www. ppcat.org.uk

Going Wild at the Richard Jefferies Museum
Come and enjoy the museum and gardens with a special look 
at the small changes we can all make to look after our world 
and the nature around us, with do-it-yourself sheets, activities 
led by our team, three new displays and an art exhibition. 

SUN 11tH Sept & SUN 18tH Sept: 1pm – 4pm 
contact: info@richardjefferies.org or 07768 917466
www.richardjefferies.org/HOD

Stratton St. Margaret tours and talk 
Stratton Community Fête is hosting guided heritage tours 
and a talk at St Margaret’s Church, Kenwin Close, SN3 4NY.

Sat 10tH Sept 
10am tour: Guided tour of Lower Stratton Conservation 
Area led by Nigel Chalk and Clive Carter

11.30am tour: Guided tour of the Grade I listed, 13th 
century church led by Andrew Martin

1pm talk: Stratton’s history through photographs by Andy 
Binks of the Swindon Society 
contact: Roger Smith on 07510 273143

St Mary’s Church, Lydiard 
Set within Lydiard Park, St Mary’s is the site of over 1,100 
years of Christian worship and has been called one of the 
most important small parish churches in the UK. Renowned 
for its extraordinary monuments and wall paintings, some 
recently conserved with National Lottery Heritage Fund 
funding. We celebrate the 430th anniversary of Elizabeth I’s 
visit to Lydiard Tregoze in September 1592.  

FRI 9tH, Sat 10tH, FRI 16tH & Sat 17tH: 11am – 4pm 
SUN 11tH & SUN 18tH Sept:2pm – 4pm
contact: Paul Gardner on 07831 868429
www.stmaryslydiardtregoze.org.uk/conservation-project

Lydiard House Museum: Guided tour
Discover the enchanting history of Lydiard House, home 
to the St John family for over 500 years. Learn how the St 
John family harnessed impressive country house technology 
and fine Georgian design, and hear how portraiture has 
transformed over the years. 

Sat 17tH Sept: 11am, 1pm and 2pm 
contact: lydiardhousemuseum@swindon.gov.uk 
book a place: lydiardhousemuseum@swindon.gov.uk  
(places are limited)

St. andrew’s Church, North Swindon
Discover this peaceful, Grade II listed church hidden amongst 
modern housing. Originally established in the 13th century, 
and renovated in the 1860s, St. Andrew’s has superb examples 
of Victorian and 20th century stained-glass windows and a 
welcoming churchyard. Guided talks.

Sat 10tH Sept: 2pm – 4pm
contact: Revd Sally Robertson on 07588 594410
access: Track between Blunsdon Abbey Park and  
Lyall Close, SN25 2DW
www.nschurch.org.uk

Venues offering refreshments

Search ‘Swindon’ at www.heritageopendays.org.uk for information on each venue

Welcome to england’s largest heritage festival, taking place in Swindon and at thousands of places across the country, to celebrate our 
fantastic history and culture. It’s your chance to explore hidden and familiar places on your doorstep, hear local stories and try new 

experiences.  all venues, tours and activities are FRee OF CHaRGe. Some tours have limited places and must be booked. 
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